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February 3, 2026

BY EMAIL: nuclearwaste-dechetsnucleaires@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Dear Impact Assessment Agency of Canada:
RE: Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste storage in our watershed

| am writing on behalf of Grassy Narrows First Nation as the Director of the Grassy
Narrows First Nation Land Protection Team in relation to the Impact Assessment
process which has been initiated for the proposed Deep Geological Repository for
Canada’s Used Nuclear Fuel Project (the “nuclear waste storage project”). Grassy
Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste in our Territory, in our region, and anywhere
upstream or upwind of our Territory.

Grassy Narrows has been excluded from the process to date

Grassy Narrows was not informed of the Nuclear Waste Management Organization’s
("NWMOQ?”) site selection process for the nuclear waste storage project and learned
about this process independently around 2020, ten years after the site selection process
was launched in 2010. Grassy Narrows was not meaningfully informed nor included in
the site selection process, despite writing to NWMO several times to seek information to
help us better understand NWMO's decision-making process and to raise concerns
about the process and the proposed nuclear waste storage project upstream of our
Territory in the Wabigoon River watershed.

Ultimately, NWMO offered to meet with Grassy Narrows only at the very end of the
selection process once the outcome was clear. Grassy Narrows’ grave concerns about
the process and about the site were brushed aside and the site was selected against
our strong objections.

Now, Grassy Narrows has also learned about the Impact Assessment process for the
nuclear waste storage project independently through an Internet search. Grassy
Narrows was left out of the pre-Impact Assessment process and the opportunity to have
a meaningful impact on the Impact Assessment process for this project. This is the
stage where the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (“IAAC”) is supposed to engage
with us to find out how to design a process that is meaningful for us. Instead, IAAC has
launched a one-size-fits-all process that disregards our unique circumstances and our
Indigenous laws and treats us as a mere stakeholder alongside snowmobile clubs and
summer camps.
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We have told the IAAC many times that we must be meaningfully involved from the very
start of the assessment process, including the pre-planning stage. When we are not
included, we are forced to try to catch up to an ill-suited and imposed process that is
moving forward quickly without us. Any process that moves forward without us is not a
fair process.

Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste storage

The nuclear waste storage project is proposed 43 kilometres northwest of the Town of
Ignace, Ontario at a site which is upstream of our Territory in the Wabigoon River
watershed. We are deeply concerned that nuclear waste poses the potential for the
escape of radioactive material because any escape would harm us for many
generations and our lands would never be the same. Our watershed and our people
have already suffered too many impacts from the results of industrial activity, including
an ongoing mercury crisis. We cannot accept this further risk to the health of our lands,
river, and people.

We urge you to review our previous letters to the NWMO (attached) and to include the
concerns that we have raised in your Impact Assessment including, but not limited to:

Long term risk of escape of radioactivity;

Risk of radioactive escape during transport;

Downstream and downwind impacts of any radioactive escape;

Cumulative impacts of multiple past, current, and future industrial activity; and
Impacts of large numbers of outsiders, mostly men, entering our area and the
associated risk of violence, especially gender-based violence, human trafficking,
and drug trade.
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We call on you to respect the decision of Grassy Narrows: we say ‘no’ to the proposed
nuclear waste storage site near in the Wabigoon River watershed.

The standard is consent

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada must meaningfully consult with and obtain
Grassy Narrows’ consent on the nuclear waste storage project. We expect that you will
meaningfully consult, accommodate, and obtain our consent in a manner consistent
with the Crown’s duty to consult, the Honour of the Crown, the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and Grassy Narrows’ own laws,
including the Asubpeeschoseewagong Anishinabek Aaki Declaration.

We remind you that Measure 51 of Canada’s UNDRIP Act Action Plan states that “the
Impact Assessment Agency will implement the Impact Assessment Act (IAA) in a way
that aligns with the objectives and spirit of the UN Declaration,” which includes the
requirement of free, prior and informed consent.

We also urge you to consider this project within the context of the National Strategy
Respecting Environmental Racism and Environmental Justice Act which recognizes that
establishing environmentally hazardous sites, including nuclear waste storage sites, in
areas inhabited primarily by members of Indigenous communities is a form of racial
discrimination. There is no greater example of environmental racism in Canada than the
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long legacy of industrial harm that has been forced on Grassy Narrows against our will
with terrible consequences to our environment and people that continue today.

If these statutes are to have any meaning, and if Canada intends to honour its
commitment to reconciliation and to preventing environmental racism, it must lead
Canada to place the highest level of scrutiny and caution on any proposal for activities
that risk more harm to Grassy Narrows. The proposed nuclear waste storage site is
precisely such a project. Please confirm that Grassy Narrows’ right to free, prior, and
informed consent will be respected and that the project will not proceed without consent.

Please copy the Grassy Narrows Land Protection Team on all communications related
to this matter.

Miigwetch,

Joseph Fobister, Director of the Land Protection Team

C.C.

Grassy Narrows Land Protection Team

Mike Fobister, Supervisor (mike.fobister@googlemail.com)
Dan Mossip-Balkwill, Advisor (dan.mossip.balkwill@gmail.com)
David Sone, Advisor (david.sone@gmail.com)

Annelies Cooper, Advisor (annelies.cooper@gmail.com)
Jackie Esmonde, Legal Counsel (jesmonde@cavalluzzo.com)
Sydney Lang, Legal Counsel (slang@cavalluzzo.com)

Bear Copenace, Deputy Chief and Lands Portfolio Holder (b.copenace@hotmail.com)

NWMO

Lauri Swami, President and CEO (Iswami@nwmo.ca)

Bob Watts, VP of Indigenous Relations and Strategic Programs (bwatts@nwmo.ca)
Joe Heil, Director of Indigenous Engagement (jheil@nwmo.ca)

Canada

Minister Rebecca Alty, CIRNAC (ministrerca-ministercir@rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca)

Minister Julie Dabrusin, ECCC (ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca)

Mollie Johnson, Deputy Minister, ECCC (mollie.johnson@ec.gc.ca)

John Moffet, Associate Deputy Minister, ECCC (john.moffet@ec.gc.ca)

Augusto Gamero, Head, Regulatory Development Unit, ECCC (augusto.gamero@ec.gc.ca)
Minister Mandy Gull-Masty, ISC (ministresa-ministeris@sac-isc.gc.ca)

Gina Wilson, Deputy Minister, ISC (gina.wilson@sac-isc.gc.ca)

Jennifer Wheatley, Assistant Deputy Minister, ISC (jennifer.wheatley@sac-isc.gc.ca)
Terence Hubbard, President of IAAC (terence.hubbard@iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

lan Ketcheson, Vice-President of Indigenous Relations, IAAC (ian.ketcheson@iaac-aeic-gc.ca)
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Ontario

Minister Todd McCarthy, MECP (minister.mecp@ontario.ca)

Sarah Harrison Deputy Minister, MECP (sarah.harrison@ontario.ca)

Lisa Trevisan, Assistant Deputy Minister, MECP (lisa.trevisan@ontario.ca)

Dave Manol, Director, Northern Region, Drinking Water and Environmental Compliance
Division, MECP (dave.manol@ontario.ca)

Kevin McLean, Manager, Indigenous Relations, English and Wabigoon Rivers Watershed
Project Team, MECP (kevin.mclean@ontario.ca)

Minister Greg Rickford, IAFNER (minister.indigenousaffairs@ontario.ca)

Michael Reid, Assistant Deputy Minister (michael.reid@ontario.ca)

Minister George Pirie, MNEDG (MNEDG.Minister@ontario.ca)

Grand Council Treaty 3
Chief Francis Kavanaugh (by fax: 807-548-4776)
Chris Herc, Environmental Manager (by fax: 807-548-4776)
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The Nuclear Waste Management Organization
22 St. Clair Ave. East, 6" Floor

Toronto, ON MA4T 2S3.
Learnmore@NWMO.ca

July 1, 2020

Dear Nuclear Waste Management Organization,

We just found out from a concerned person that there is a July 3, 2020 deadline for comments on a
potential nuclear waste storage site in the Ignace area. This is too soon, and it is not fair to do this
during a pandemic.

We have not been meaningfully involved in the process so far, and we don not have the capacity to look
at the proposal in detail or to get experts to help us.

But we want to let you know that Grassy Narrows is strongly opposed to the storage of nuclear waste
near Ignace, Ontario.

We are deeply concerned that nuclear waste will continue to be dangerous for thousands of
generations. We are afraid that it will hurt our people and the environment that we rely on. The waste
lasts longer than your experts can reliably predict.

Our people continue to drink the water from the English River and to eat fish, animals, and plants from
this area. We have been doing this since before anyone can remember and we will continue to do this
as long as the river flows. As Indigenous people who are in relationship with our land, air and water we
are often the first to feel the impacts of pollution in the environment. We are also often the hardest hit
and the last to get help.

From our experience with mercury dumping in Dryden that started in 1962 around 120 km upstream
from us, we know that pollution can travel a long way, and that it can have devastating impacts on our
health, culture, livelihood, and environment. We also know that government and corporate promises
that everything will be safe cannot be relied on, and that if a problem arises it can take many decades
to get any meaningful action, and that the problem can persist for hundreds, if not thousands of years.

We have had enough of pollution. We can’t take any more.
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A preliminary look at our watershed shows that all of your “General Potential Repository Areas” around
lgnace have waters that flow to Grassy Narrows and to the waters that we drink and feed ourselves
from (see attached map).

Those waters provide for us and we take care of them.

We also know that that the wind can carry pollution, including radioactivity a long way and that it can
be dropped as rain or dust far away from where it started. We do not want this to happen to us, or to
our descendants, or to any living beings.

We call on you to stop planning to store nuclear waste near Ignace. We didn’t create this mess. Do not
dump it in our backyard.

Awsa,

Asubpeeschoseewagong Anishinabek (Grassy Narrows First Nation) Chief and Council
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Chief Rudy Turtle
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Councillor Alana Pahpasay

Councillor John C. Kokopenace
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Councillor Jason Kejick Sr.
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February 7, 2022

The Nuclear Waste Management Organization
22 St. Clair Ave. East, 6™ floor,

Toronto, ON M4T 2S3.
Learnmore@NWMO.ca

SENT VIA EMAIL
Dear Nuclear Waste Management Organization and Natural Resources Canada:
RE: Nuclear Waste Storage

Asubpeeschoseewagong Anishinabek (Grassy Narrows) remains deeply concerned
about the potential for nuclear waster storage upstream from our First Nation. We are
further concerned about our exclusion from the site selection process. We have not been
meaningfully involved in the process so far at all, our concerns appear to have been
ignored, and our correspondence has not been meaningfully responded to.

In June of 2020 we heard through a concerned individual about a deadline for comments
on a potential nuclear waste storage site in the Ignace area. Although it was during a
pandemic, and we have no capacity funding to inform ourselves and carry out our
governance process in relation to this, we wrote to the Nuclear Waste Management
Organization (NWMO) on July 1 expressing some of our concerns.

In response we received only a July 9 email with four sentences which appear to be a
form response. The response did not acknowledge, nor respond to, any of our concerns.
However, it did commit that “[a]fter completing our review process, we will contact you to
let you know how your comments have been reflected in next year’s plan.”

We never heard from the NWMO again. However, we see through your website that
Ignace remains one of only two locations still under consideration for storage of highly
radioactive nuclear waste. We also see that as recently as November 2021 you were
conducting extensive drilling in the potential Ignace storage site.

GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION
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On your website it says that “[tlhe project will only move forward in any area with
interested communities, along with First Nation, Métis and surrounding communities,
working together to implement it.”

We are a First Nation in the area of the potential Ignace site. We are interested. We live
downstream from the site. We drink the water and eat the fish who swim in the water that
flows from that site. And yet we, and our concerns, appear to be completely excluded
from this process.

Does the NWMO commit that the Ignace storage site will only move forward if Grassy
Narrows works together to implement it? Will the NWMO respect Grassy Narrows’ right
to say ‘no’ to dangerous industrial projects?

We have also become aware that Natural Resources Canada is reviewing their policy on
nuclear waste storage. Again, we have no capacity funding to meaningfully participate in
this review. However, we would like to make it known that this policy should require the
consent of downstream First Nations for any permanent or temporary nuclear waste
storage site, and for any nuclear waste transportation route.

We are letting you know, again, that Grassy Narrows is strongly opposed to the storage
of nuclear waste near Ignace.

We are deeply concerned that nuclear waste will continue to be dangerous for thousands
of generations. We are afraid that it will hurt our people and the environment that we rely
on. The waste lasts longer than anyone, including your experts, can reliably predict what
will happen.

Our people continue to drink the water from the English River and to eat fish, animals,
and plants from this area. We have been doing this since before anyone can remember
and we will continue to do this as long as the river flows. As Indigenous people who are
in relationship with our land, air and water we the first to feel the impacts of pollution in
the environment. We are also often the hardest hit and the last to get help.

From our experience with mercury dumping in Dryden in the Wabigoon river that started
in 1962 around 120 km upstream from us, we know that pollution can travel a long way
and that it can have devastating impacts on our health, culture, our livelihood, and our
environment. We also know that government and corporate promises that everything will
be safe cannot be relied on, and that if a problem comes up it can take many decades to
get any meaningful action, and the problem can persist for hundreds, if not thousands of
years. We are still dealing with the crisis that mercury dumping in the Wabigoon river
created.

We have had enough of pollution, we can’t take any more.

A preliminary look at our watershed shows that all of your “General Potential Repository
Areas” around Ignace have waters that flow to Grassy Narrows and to the waters that we
drink and feed ourselves from (see attached map).
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Those waters provide for us and we take care of them.

We also know that that the wind can carry pollution, including radioactivity a long way and
that it can be dropped as rain or dust far away from where it started. We don’t want this
to happen to us, or to our descendants, or to any living beings.

We call on you to stop planning to store nuclear waste near Ignace. We didn’t create this
mess, do not dump it in our backyard.

Awsa,

Asubpeeschoseewagong Anishinabek (Grassy Narrows First Nation) Chief and Council
(Quorum of 3)
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Chief Randy Fobister Councillor Arthur Anderson

e 1

Deputy Chief Cody Keewatin Councillor Roy Assin

Councillor Arnold Pahpasay

cc: Joseph Fobister, Robbie Williamson, Mike Fobister, Hailey Loon, ANA Lands
David Sone, Holli-Lynne Elash, ANA Advisors
Lara Koerner-Yeo, ANA Legal Counsel
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October 7, 2022

Nuclear Waste Management Organization SENT VIA EMAIL: learnmore@NWMO.ca

Dear Nuclear Waste Management Organization
RE: ANA position on proposed nuclear waste storage site

| am writing to inform you, again, that Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste in our
Territory, in our region, and anywhere upstream or upwind of our Territory. This is a final
decision, and it will not change.

We have learned that you are thinking of setting up a nuclear waste storage site near
Ignace, Ontario. This site is upstream of our Territory in the Wabigoon River watershed.
Our watershed has already suffered too many impacts. We cannot accept this further risk
to the health of our river and our people.

Although you have never contacted us, our First Nation learned of your plans and wrote
to you on July 2, 2020 and on February 7, 2022 to express our concerns. We have never
received a response.

| am also informing you that Grassy Narrows is the collective rights holder on our Territory.
The Grand Council of Treaty 3 has an important role, which we respect. However, only
Grassy Narrows can speak for our people, our land, and our water. No one else can give
consent in our place to activities, like nuclear waste storage, that risk grave harm to our
people and our environment.

| call on you to respect the decision of Grassy Narrows First Nation.

Awsa,


mailto:learnmore@NWMO.ca

,”E . ¢ f—(\ /e]wol& o

Chief Randy Fobister

Enc.
CccC:

Joseph Fobister, Lead Negotiator (jbfobister@qgmail.com)

David Sone, ANA Advisor (david.sone@qgmail.com)

Lara KoernerYeo, ANA Legal Advisor (Ikoerneryeo@cavalluzzo.com)
Holli-Lynne Elash, ANA Advisor (hlelash@gmail.com)
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February 26, 2024
SENT VIA EMAIL: Iswami@nwmo.ca

Attention: Laurie Swami (President and CEO)
Nuclear Waste Management Organization

22 St. Clair Avenue East, Fourth Floor
Toronto, Ontario M4T 2S3

Dear President and CEO Laurie Swami,
RE: ANA says ‘no’ to Nuclear waste storage in our watershed

| am writing to inform you, again, that Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste in our
Territory, in our region, and anywhere upstream or upwind of our Territory. This is a final
decision, and it will not change.

We have learned that you are thinking of setting up a nuclear waste storage site near
Ignace, Ontario. This site is upstream of our Territory in the Wabigoon River watershed.
The water from that site flows past our reserve and into the waters where we fish, drink,
and swim. The material that you want to store there will be dangerous for longer than
Canada has existed, longer than Europeans have been on Turtle Island, and longer than
anything that human beings have ever built has lasted. How can you reliably claim that
this extremely dangerous waste will safely be contained for hundreds of thousands of
years? Our watershed and our people have already suffered too many impacts. We
cannot accept this further risk to the health of our river and our people.

Although you have never contacted us, our First Nation learned of your plans and wrote
to you on July 2, 2020, on February 7, 2022, and on October 7, 2022 to express our
concerns. We have never received a response.

| am also informing you that Grassy Narrows is the collective rights holder on our Territory.
The Grand Council of Treaty 3 has an important role, which we respect. However, only
Grassy Narrows can speak for our people, our land, and our water. You cannot talk to
and correspond with anyone else in place of Grassy Narrows. No one else can give
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consent in our place to activities, like nuclear waste storage, that risk grave harm to our
people and our environment.

Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to the proposed nuclear waste storage site near Ignace. | call
on you to respect the decision of Grassy Narrows First Nation.

Please copy the Grassy Narrows Land Protection Team on all communications related
to this matter.

Awsa,

/é L/a\ /TM/@

Chief Rudy Turtle

Enc.
CC:

Grassy Narrows Lands Protection Team

Joseph Fobister, Lead Negotiator (jbfobister@gmail.com)

Mike Fobister, Lands Team Coordinator (mike.fobister@googlemail.com)
David Sone, ANA Advisor (david.sone@qgmail.com)

Jackie Esmonde, ANA Legal Advisor (jesmonde@cavalluzzo.com)

Dan Mossip-Balkwill, ANA Advisor (dan.mossip.balkwill@gmail.com)

Bob Watts (NWMO VP, Indigenous Relations and Strategic Programs bwatts@nwmo.ca)
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations Gary Anandasangaree (gary.anandasangaree@rcaanc-
cirnac.gc.ca)

Minister of Environment Conservation and Parks Andrea Khanijin (minister.mecp@ontario.ca)
Minister of Indigenous Affairs Greg Rickford (minister.indigenousaffairs@ontario.ca)

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Steven Guilbeault (steven.guilbeault@parl.gc.ca)
President of Impact Assessment Agency of Canada Terence Hubbard (terence.hubbard@iaac-
aeic.gc.ca)

Grand Council Treaty 3 Chief Francis Kavanaugh (by fax: 807-548-4776)

Grand Council Treaty 3 Environmental Manager Chris Herc (by fax: 807-548-4776)

4865-1610-1687, v. 1
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October 17, 2024
BY EMAIL

Attention: Laurie Swami (President and CEO)
Nuclear Waste Management Organization

22 St. Clair Avenue East, Fourth Flour
Toronto, Ontario M4T 2S3

Dear Laurie Swami:
RE: Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste storage in our watershed

| am writing to inform you, again, that Grassy Narrows says ‘no’ to nuclear waste in our
Territory, in our region, and anywhere upstream or upwind of our Territory. As we have
previously stated, this is a final decision, and it will not change.

As you know, the nuclear waste storage site that you are considering near Ignace,
Ontario is upstream of our Territory in the Wabigoon River watershed. We reiterate our
concerns that nuclear waste poses the potential for the escape of radioactive material,
and that any escape would harm us for many generations; our lands would never be the
same. Our watershed and our people have already suffered too many impacts from the
results of industrial activity, including an ongoing mercury crisis. We cannot accept this
further risk to the health of our river and our people.

Even though you never contacted us, Grassy Narrows learned independently of your
site selection process and wrote to you several times since 2020. While you initially
responded in July 2020, this was not received by Grassy Narrows and you neglected to
respond to any subsequent letters up until March 2024, nearly four years after our first
correspondence and twelve years after you first identified the Wabigoon River
watershed as a potential site. We now understand that you plan to make a final decision
later this year on the location for the disposal site.

Last minute engagement with Grassy Narrows in the final months before making a
decision that has been many years in the making is not acceptable. You have already
narrowed the list of potential disposal sites down to only two in all of Canada. The
Wabigoon watershed site is the only remaining site that you are considering that is in
the northern Canada and within the Canadian shield. Clearly, you have already made
most of your important decisions and have already invested heavily in this option long
before even informing us.

GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION




We request that you please respond to the following questions to help us better
understand your decision-making process:

1.

Why was Grassy Narrows excluded, until recently, from engagement surrounding
the site selection process?

. Does NWMO’s commitment to proceed in an area with “informed and willing

hosts” include downstream communities? If not, why?

Does NWMO commit to respecting Grassy Narrows’ right to free, prior and
informed consent with respect to nuclear waste disposal?

. Does NWMO commit to respecting Grassy Narrows’ Land Declaration,

Manaachitootaa Aki, and other Grassy Narrows laws?

Does NWMO commit to abiding by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples (“UNDRIP”)?

Were existing and planned cumulative effects on Grassy Narrows and on the
English-Wabigoon River watersheds taken into account in your decision to make
the Wabigoon watershed the only remaining location option in the North? If yes,
how?

Were the unique circumstances and history of Grassy Narrows taken into
account in making your decision to make the Wabigoon watershed the only
remaining location option in the North? If yes, how?

In making your decisions did you take into account the existing conditions of fear,
anxiety, distress, and suicidality in Grassy Narrow? Did you take into account
how the threat of nuclear waste storage in our watershed would exacerbate
these conditions and frustrate our efforts to heal our community? If yes, how?

In making your decisions did you take into account Grassy Narrows’ spiritual
beliefs and practices about spiritual beings that live within the rocks and their role
in spiritual and physical worlds? If yes, how?

10.What other facilities have you built that have lasted hundreds of thousands of

years?

11. Do you plan to transport nuclear waste to the site through the Wabigoon River

watershed?

We again call on you to respect the decision of Grassy Narrows: we say ‘no’ to the
proposed nuclear waste storage site near in the Wabigoon River watershed.
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Please copy the Grassy Narrows Lands Protection Team on all communications related
to this matter.

Aswa,

Chief Rudy Turtle

C.C.

Grassy Narrows Lands Protection Team

Joseph Fobister, Lead Negotiator (jbfobister@gmail.com)

Mike Fobister, Supervisor (mike.fobister@googlemail.com)
Dan Mossip-Balkwill, Advisor (dan.mossip.balkwill@gmail.com)
David Sone, Advisor (david.sone@gmail.com)

Annelies Cooper, Advisor (annelies.cooper@gmail.com)
Jackie Esmonde, Legal Counsel (jesmonde@cavalluzzo.com)
Sydney Lang, Legal Counsel (slang@cavalluzzo.com)

NWMO
Bob Watts, VP of Indigenous Relations and Strategic Programs (bwatts@nwmo.ca)
Joe Heil, Director of Indigenous Engagement (jheil@nwmo.ca)

Canada

Minister Gary Anandasangaree, CIRNAC (gary.anandasangaree@rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca)
Minister Steven Guilbeault, ECCC (steven.guilbeault@parl.gc.ca)

Terence Hubbard, President of IAAC (terence.hubbard@iaac-aeic.gc.ca)

Ontario
Minister Andrea Khanjin, MECP (minister.mecp@ontario.ca)
Minister Greg Rickford, IAFNER (minister.indigenousaffairs@ontario.ca)

Grand Council Treaty 3
Chief Francis Kavanaugh (by fax: 807-548-4776)
Chris Herc, Environmental Manager (by fax: 807-548-4776)
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