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Enclosure 1: Federal Authority Advice Record 
 
Response due by June 14, 2023 
 
Marmora Clean Energy Hub Project  
Agency File: 84597 
 
All comments should be submitted via the Submit a Comment feature available on the 
Project’s Canadian Impact Assessment Registry page1.  Letters and forms can be uploaded 
using this feature. If you have any difficulties submitting this way, please contact the Agency at 
Marmora@iaac-aeic.gc.ca. 

Department/Agency Natural Resources Canada   

Lead Contact Kathy McPherson  

Full Address 9860 West Saanich Rd, Sidney, BC V8L 4B2  

Email Kathy.mcpherson@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

Telephone 250-361-7045  

Alternate Contact 
Shelley Ball, Team Leader, Impact Assessment Division   
(Shelley.Ball@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca)   
 

 
1. (a) Is it probable that your department or agency may be required to exercise a power or 

perform a duty or function related to the Project to enable it to proceed? 
 
If yes, specify the Act of Parliament and that power, duty or function.  
 
Yes, NRCan could issue an explosives storage licence under the Explosives Act to allow 
the project to proceed. 
 
(b) Describe any Indigenous or public consultation that will be undertaken in relation to the excise 
of that power, duty or function, including when it would take place. 

 
 

2. Is your department or agency in possession of specialist or expert information or knowledge 
that may be relevant to the conduct of an impact assessment of the Project?  

 
Specify the specialist or expert information or knowledge. 
 
Physical hydrogeology (quantity and flow) 
Seismicity 
 
Economics of the project: 
 

 Socio-economic impacts 
 Labour market 
 Local economic impacts 
 Supply chain 

 
1 Reference #84597 at http://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/147660?culture=en-CA 
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Forestry : 
 
Depending on final design of the project and associated corridors as well as proposed 
construction methods, NRCan can provide expertise in support of: 
 

 Forest vegetation and links to biodiversity; and 
 Hydrology in forested areas with links to surface water flows and quality. 

 
 

Information on the application of the Explosives Act and its regulations. 
 

 
3. Has your department or agency considered the Project; exercised a power or performed a 

duty or function under any Act of Parliament in relation to the Project; or taken any course 
of action that would allow the Project to proceed in whole or in part? 

 
Specify. 
 
 No 
 

Has your department or agency had previous contact or involvement with the proponent or other 
party in relation to the Project? (for example: an enquiry about methodology, guidance, or data; 
introduction to the project)   

 
 No 
 

 
Provide an overview of the information or advice exchanged. 

 
 
 
4. Does your department or agency have additional information or knowledge not specified, 

above, including information on the geographic, environmental, economic or social context of the 
project? (e.g. location of protected or sensitive areas, previous history between local communities 
and proponent or similar projects, local or regional social or economic concerns)? 

 
 

Specify as appropriate.  No 
 

 
5. What are the key issues likely to be relevant to the public interest decision, based on the mandate 

and area(s) of expertise of your department, and which should be addressed in an impact 
assessment of the Project, should the Agency determine that one is required?  
 
For each key issue: 

 Describe the effect or the nature of the issue, including any relevant context;  

 Provide the rationale and/or evidence for why it is a key issue; 

 Identify briefly solutions to the issue, including any information or studies that should be required 
in the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines, potential mitigation measures, and/or regulatory 
requirements relevant to the issue;  

 Provide a concise, plain-language summary of the issue for inclusion in the Summary of Issues.  

 
The information provided will be used by the Agency to determine if and an impact assessment is 
required and where appropriate to develop project-specific draft Tailored Impact Statement 
Guidelines that focus on the key issues likely to be relevant to the public interest decision.   
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Please use Table 1: Key Issues to inform decision-making to respond to this question. 
 

 
6. Where possible, identify any clarifications or additional information the Proponent could include in 

the Detailed Project Description or in the response to the Summary of Issues that would:  

 give confidence that an issue or effect could be addressed and managed;  

 inform the decision as to whether an impact assessment is required; or  

 aid in tailoring the Impact Statement Guidelines, if an impact assessment is required.   
 

These clarifications and additional information will be included as specific questions in the 
Summary of Issues provided to the proponent 

 
Please use Table 2. Clarifications or additional information the Proponent could include in 
the Detailed Project Description or in the response to Summary of Issues to respond to this 
question. 
 

 
 
 
7. For departments with information about local context2 
 
 

I. Provide contact details for local organizations or institutions, including municipal government officials, with 
expertise on economic and social issues in the local area 

 
Name of Contact Organization  Email Address  Area of Expertise 

(provide a brief 
explanation, including 
website) 

    
    
    
    

 
 

II. Provide a list of reports or other sources of evidence (such as municipal plans, development plans) that 
might inform the Agency’s understanding of the situational context of the region in which the Project is being 
proposed  

 
Title of Report/Source of 
Information  

Organization  Email address of key 
Contact (where 
available even if already 
listed in the table above) 

Overview of the 
information that might 
be contained in the 
report/source of 
information (including 
website) 

    
    
    
    

 

 
2 This section is particularly important for departments that offer direct programs and services to local communities, non-government organizations, institutions etc. 
that could be viewed as complementary measures. Complementary measures, which are initiatives undertaken under federal programs or under the authority of a 
federal Minister or department, beyond those stated in the Impact Assessment Act, may also be considered by decision-makers, as applicable. Complementary 
measures may be used to address issues outside of the care and control of a proponent, for cross-cutting issues requiring an integrated response, or to accommodate 
impacts to section 35 rights held by Indigenous peoples. Examples of complementary measures may include skill development and training programs, social 
programs, etc.  
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III. Provide any key programs administered by your department (e.g. Fed/Nor or Fed/Dev) in the area that may 
constitute complementary measures that the proponent may consider to resolve issues associated with its 
Project 

 
Name of Fed/Nor or 
Fed/Dev Program  

Purpose of Program   Key Contact  Web link(s) 

    
    
    
    

 
 

IV. Provide any projects funded or likely to be funded by your department (e.g. Fed/Nor or Fed/Dev) in the area 
during the lifespan of the Project being proposed by the proponent.  

 
Name of Project  Purpose of Project    Email Address of 

Recipient  
Email address of 
Fed/Nor or Fed/Dev 
Project Administrator  

    
    
    
    

 
   
 
Kathy McPherson 
 
_____________________________________ 
Name of Departmental / Agency Responder 
 
Sr. Environmental Officer 
______________________________________ 
Title of Responder 
 
14 June, 2023 
_____________________________________ 
Date 
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Table 1: Key Issues to inform decision-making  

The Agency asks that federal authorities align expert advice with the Agency’s approach to tailoring, which focuses on key issues or effects that are likely to be relevant to the public interest decision. In identifying key issues, federal authorities 
should be mindful of the Project’s context (size, scope, location), Indigenous knowledge and perspectives, and public concerns. Key issues that may be relevant to the public interest decision include:  

 effects that may be significant, based on federal experts’ knowledge and experience with past projects; 
 effects that may impact Indigenous peoples and their rights, based on Indigenous knowledge and perspectives or experience with past projects; 
 effects on key species or habitats (e.g. at risk, important to Indigenous communities, commercial importance, provide important ecosystem function); 
 issues or effects that may result from novel project activities, components or technology;  
 effects with large uncertainties, including in the effectiveness of mitigation measures; 
 transboundary effects where mitigation measures are limited; 
 positive effects, including where project may support other governmental priorities, including reconciliation with Indigenous peoples; and 
 key concerns raised by Indigenous or local communities.   

 
Effects that are anticipated to be minor or which can be managed using well understood mitigation measures, existing guidance, and/or other regulatory processes may have simplified information requirements or may be removed entirely. 
Measured advice from federal authorities on key issues and solutions —and on the scope and detail of any required information and studies — will enable the Agency to focus assessments on issues that are important to participants and to 
decision-makers.  

Comment ID 
Valued Component or 

Factor to Consider  
Description of Key Issue (Context and Rationale) Solutions  Plain language summary for inclusion in Summary of Issues 

Please identify 
comments by 
organization 
and comment 
number. 
 
e.g.: IAAC-01 

Identify valued 
component(s) or factor to 
consider—within the 
mandate of your 
department or agency—to 
which the effect or issue 
applies. 
  
 

Provide a brief description of the issue and rationale 
for being a key issue.  
 
Include, where relevant:  
 the pathway of effects; 
 social, economic or environmental context 

which are relevant to it being a key issue; 
 key uncertainties that should be addressed in 

the impact assessment; 
 Indigenous or public concerns or perspective; 
 potential for differential effects among diverse 

subgroups; 
 scientific evidence or traditional knowledge, 

including from past project experience, which 
supports inclusion as a key issue. 

Where applicable, briefly identify solutions to address the potential 
issue or effects including 
 Information or studies required to describe and characterize the 

effect, should an impact assessment be required; including any 
guidance for data collection and/or analysis or existing data 
sources to inform the assessment; 

 Any powers, duties or functions that your department or agency 
has that may mitigate, manage, or set conditions related to the 
effect; 

 Guidance or policies for mitigating effects or any standard and 
well-understood mitigation measures that would address the 
effect, including follow-up monitoring activities; and/or 

 Commitments the proponent could make to respond to the issue. 
 

For issues to be included in the Summary of Issues, provide a concise, 
plain language synopsis of the key issue and any questions or directions 
for the proponent. 

NRCan-01 Section 3.8.3.2 IPD May 
2023 Groundwater 

Water Balance - Open Pit NRCan agrees that a detailed analysis of the water balance of the 
Open pit is required to assess the impacts and determine rate of 
pumping for dewatering activities. 

NRCan requests the Proponent provide this information when available. 

NRCan-02 Section 3.8.3.2 IPD May 
2023 Groundwater 

Groundwater recharge/discharge areas: 
 
The proponent mentions that the project is located in 
a highly vulnerable aquifer zone (with areas of 
significant recharge). 
 

Provide the results of the groundwater modelling when completed, to 
assess impacts to groundwater variables including groundwater- 
surface water interaction at surface water features (i.e., streams, 
creeks, rivers, lakes, wetlands etc.). 
 

NRCan would like to see the results of the groundwater modelling when 
completed, to assess impacts to groundwater variables including 
groundwater- surface water interaction at surface water features (i.e., 
streams, creeks, rivers, lakes, wetlands etc.). 
 

NRCan-03 Table 5-2 Dewatering Dewatering impacts: 
 
Effects of dewatering on local groundwater levels and 
water wells during construction and operation 
 

Provide the results of modelling to assess the local impacts of 
dewatering and any proposed mitigation measures to this effect. 
 
Indicate and present the uncertainty in the assessment of effects to 
the local aquifer, including the testing and parameterization of the 
limestone bedrock. 
 

NRCan would like to see the results of modelling to assess the local 
impacts of dewatering and any proposed mitigation measures to this 
effect. 
 
NRCan requests that uncertainty in the assessment of effects to the local 
aquifer be presented, including the testing and parameterization of the 
limestone bedrock. 
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NRCan-04 3.3.3 Seismicity Foundation: 
 
NRCan agrees with the proponent that seismic 
design piles and foundations will be used.  
 
NRCan was not able to locate any information on 
seismicity at the project site. 

Indicate whether there has been or not been any seismic activity at the 
project site, provide evidence that the project falls in a low/medium or 
high seismic zone, and develop appropriate hazard analysis if 
required.  
 

NRCan requests that the Proponent indicate whether there has been or 
not been any seismic activity at the project site, provide evidence that the 
project falls in a low/medium or high seismic zone, and develop 
appropriate hazard analysis if required.  
 
The links below would be very useful to assess the seismicity level for 
their site: 
 
https://earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/simphaz-en.php#ON 
 
https://earthquakescanada.nrcan.gc.ca/hazard-alea/interpolat/index-
en.php 
 

NRCan-05 Table 2-1: Summary of Key 
Permits, Approvals and 
Authorization Requirements 

Explosives Licence Please make the following edit to remove the quantities from the 
requirement: “Required to store blasting explosives or any other type 
of industrial explosives (if the quantity exceeds 75 kg or 100 
detonators, or the period of storage exceeds 90 days).” 
 

The phrase should read:  “Required to store blasting explosives or any 
other type of industrial explosives.” 

Please insert additional rows as necessary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. Clarifications or additional information the Proponent could include in the Detailed Project Description or in the response to Summary of Issues 

 

Comment ID 
Relevant section of the Initial 

Project Description 
Description of Issue, Concern or Uncertainty Clarification or additional information 

Plain language summary for 
inclusion in Summary of 

Issues 
Please identify 
comments by 
organization 
and comment 
number. 
 
e.g.: IAAC-01 

If the comment is related to a 
specific section of the Initial 
Project Description, please 
provide a reference. 
 
You may also choose to copy 
the relevant text here. 

Provide a description of the issue, concern or uncertainty the 
proponent could address in their detailed project description that would 
give confidence that the issue will be addressed and managed, or 
which could aid in tailoring the Guidelines   
 

. 

Provide recommended clarification or additional 
information to be included in the Detailed Project 
Description to address the issue, concern or 
uncertainty, for example 
 Clarifications to project description (e.g., 

components, activities, locations or alternatives); 
 Project design changes that could avoid effects; 
 Evidence that could be presented to 

demonstrate there is no effect pathway or that 
effects will be negligible;   

 Evidence that standard mitigations will address 
potential effects; 

 Commitments the proponent could make to 
respond to the issue, including the 
implementation of federal operational policies or 
guidance documents.   

For issues to be included in the 
Summary of Issues, provide a 
concise, plain language synopsis 
of the issue and of the question 
or direction for the proponent. 

 NRCan-01  2.2 The report states that 3,500 jobs (direct and indirect) are expected to be 
created over the lifespan of the project.  NRCan would like to know the 

NRCan requests: 
 

Clarity is sought on the jobs 
directly attributed to the project, 
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direct number of jobs expected over the lifespan of the project, how 
many jobs will be attributed to each phase of the project (i.e., 
construction vs operation), and how many years are being considered 
as “lifespan” (as the report references 25 years, 90+ years, and 100+ 
years).  

Clarification on direct and indirect jobs attributed to 
the project. 
Clarification on how many jobs will be created by 
each phase of the project. 
Clarification on the lifespan of the project used to 
calculate job figures. 

the lifespan of the project for the 
job calculation, and the jobs 
attributed to each phase of the 
project. 

 NRCan -02 2.2 NRCan would like to see clarification on the economic impact of $32 
million/year.  The report references job creation, and tourism and it 
would be useful to know the economic impact through each of these 
industries. 

NRCan requests clarification on the economic 
impact attributed to industry surrounding the project. 

Clarity is sought on the 
distribution of economic impact 
across industry attributed to the 
project. 

NRCan-03 3.9.2 Figure 3-4 data is incorrectly valued.  This should be updated to ensure 
accuracy or explicitly stated as text to ensure that NRCAN can review 
the correct information. 

Updated values. Figure 3-4 displays values that 
are inaccurate and need to be 
corrected. 

Please insert additional rows as necessary. 
 


