
 

Classification: Protected A 
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Response requested by December 19 2022 
Clearwater Peat Harvesting Project 
 

Ministry Environment and Protected Areas (EPA) 

Lead Contact Lori Havanka, Approvals Program Manager  

Full Address 
5th Flr., South Petroleum Plaza 
9915-108 Street, Edmonton, AB  T5K 2G8 

Email Lori.Havanka@gov.ab.ca 

Telephone 780-644-4983 

Alternate Ministry 
Contact 

 
Corinne Kristensen, Director, Regulatory Assurance 
Corinne.Kristensen@gov.ab.ca  
780-427-9116 

 
Please fill out the form in relation to the proposed Clearwater Peat Harvesting Project. 
 
 

1. In general terms , please confirm and des cribe your minis try ’s role ( if  applicable) in the review of 
the Projec t.  

•  Env ironment and Protec ted Areas (EPA ) , Regulatory A ssurance Div is ion – South Region 
(RA D-S) , Red Deer  Dis tr ic t is  the pr imary  provincial regulator with res pect to an 
applicat ion under the W ater Ac t.   

•  Fores tr y, Parks  and Touris m (FPT)  – Lands  Div is ion – Integrated Land Deliv ery South is 
the pr imary  provincial r egulator w ith r espect to an applicat ion under the Public Lands Ac t.   

•  Env ironment and Protec ted Areas (EPA )  -  Env ironmental A ssessment (EA ) team has  not 
receiv ed a request from Premier  Tech Hor t ic ulture Ltd. f or  a provincial EIA  determination 
of  the proposed Clearwater  Peat Harv esting Project.  Therefore, an EIA  determination 
has  not been made. The propos ed project is  not c aptured as  a mandatory ac t ivity,  which 
are ty pic ally large industrial projects, in the Env ir onmental Assessment (Mandatory and 
Exempted A c t iv it ies) Regulat ion, therefore it is  c onsidered a dis cretionary ac tivity under 
the prov inc ial EA  process. There are s tatutory c riteria to be c onsidered under the 
Envi ronmental Protec tion and Enhancement Ac t to determine w hether a discretionary 
ac t iv ity w ould be subject to the provincial EA  process.  

 
2. Please prov ide the c ontact information of the person or  persons responsible for managing your 

minis try ’s  overs ight of the Projec t (if  different from lead contac t above). 
a. Ref er  to res ponse 1.   

 
 

3. Desc r ibe the provinc ial legis lative or r egulatory process  or approvals adminis tered by  your 
minis try  that may  as sess or  manage the potent ial adv erse effects of the Project. For  eac h 
mec hanis m or  approv al,  please provide information regarding the following: 
•  Name of  the process or  authoriz ation (e.g. c ertif icate, lic ence, permit or  approval) and the 

as s oc iated legislative f ramew ork; 
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•  Whether  ( f or  each) the authorizat ion would set conditions and if y es, w hat issues w ould 
those c ondit ions address; 

•  Whether  ( f or  each) the authorizat ion would require public and/or Indigenous consultat ion 
and if  yes , provide information on the approach to be taken; and 

•  Whether  ( f or  each) y our minis try has guidance mater ial that would be helpful to the 
proponent or  the Agency (please provide these as  attachments or  hyperlinks in y our 
r es pons e)  
 

 
Appr oval under the W ater Act: 

•  The propos ed project has  potential to c ause an impac t to the aquatic env ironment and 
w ater management, therefore requires an approv al under the W ater Ac t.   

•  Giv en the abov e, the proponent will be required to obtain one or  more approvals under 
the W ater  Ac t prior to c ommenc ement of the proposed projec t.  

•  A pprovals  set out terms  and conditions, and attach approved plans that addres s the 
f ollow ing: 

o The t iming and locat ion of  all ac tivit ies;  
o Engineered des igns f or  the ac t ivities;  
o Cons truc t ion practices;  
o Mit igat ions  f or  potential impac ts assoc iated w ith the elements of proposed project 

that f orm par t of an ‘ac tivity’ definition under  sect ion 1(b) of the W ater Ac t;  and,  
o A ny  specific c ondit ions or  plans required to address features of the proposed 

ac tiv ity that s hould be considered under the intent,  scope and authority of the 
W ater  Ac t.    

•  Propos ed approval projects are reviewed by the A lber ta Gov ernment Aboriginal 
Cons ultation Of f ice (ACO) to v erify the rec ommended requirement or  adequacy of First 
Nations  c onc lusion. This  review is  init iated by the proponent direct ly with the A CO.  

•  There is  either  a public  notice of applicat ion or  public notice of decision for all applicat ions 
f or  approvals  under the W ater Ac t .  The notice is  typically posted on the EPA  Online 
Public  Notic e V iew er, in the local munic ipality , and in a loc ally av ailable new s source.  The 
not ice prov ides directly affected pers ons to s ubmit Statements  of Concern, or to appeal 
the ev entual dec ision of EPA  to the Env ironmental A ppeals Board. 

•  A n applic ation for an approval under  the Water  Act  was made in 2017. 
 
For m al Disposit ion under the P ublic Lands Act : 
•  The propos ed project (peat operat ions) w ould r equire a s urface materials leas e ( formal 

dis pos it ion).  
•  The applic ation process and c ons iderat ions f or  peat projects on public land are covered in 

the A lloc ation and Sus tainable Management of  Peat Res ources on Public  Land Direc tive.  
•  Proposed peat projects are r eviewed by the A lberta Gov ernment A bor iginal Cons ultat ion 

Of f ice (ACO)  to provide recommendations of adequacy on indigenous  consultat ion.  
•  Dec is ions  on w hether  to issue or  refuse a f ormal dis posit ion are made by  the s tatutor y 

dec is ion-maker under the Public  Lands A dminis tration Regulat ion and may  be appealed to 
the Public  Lands  A ppeals Board.  

•  A n application for peat ex traction was made under  the Pub lic Lands Ac t  in 2009. 
 

4. Conf irm w hether any authorization lis ted above w ould contemplate the follow ing matters and if  
yes , dis cuss, in general,  the benchmarks or  s tandards to w hic h projec ts of this nature may  be 
held (be s pec if ic in r elation to each point below  that may  be applicable to y our minis try’s 
mandate) :  
a. Ef f ec ts on water  quality and quantity:  

i.  Will be addres sed in the W ater Ac t  Approval applic at ion for the proposed project.  
b. Ef f ec ts to f ish and fish habitat:  

ii.  Will be addres sed in the W ater Ac t  Approval applicat ion for the propos ed project.  
c . Ef f ec ts to migratory birds and s pecies  at ris k: 

iii.  Will be addres sed in the W ater Ac t  Approval applicat ion for the propos ed project.  
d. Cumulat ive ef f ects  

iv . Sec tion 38(2)(b)  of the W ater  Act  s ay s “may c onsider any  exist ing, potent ial or 
c umulativ e 

( i)     ef fects on the aquatic environment, 
( ii)     hy draulic , hy drological and hydrogeological effects, and 
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( iii)     ef fects on household users, lic ensees and tradit ional agriculture users,  
that res ult  or  may  result  from the ac t ivity. 

e. Potent ial impac ts  to Indigenous  peoples result ing fr om any  c hange to the environment on 
phy s ic al and cultural her itage, the current us e of  lands  and resources for tr adit ional 
purposes,  or  any s tructure, s ite or  thing that is  of historical, archaeological, paleontologic al 
or  ar chitectural s ignif icance; 

v . Proponents  are required to address lands with an identif ied His toric  Res ourc e V alue 
w ithin the project area. This  is  done under the Historical Resources Ac t,  and may  
requir e the s ubmis sion of a His tor ic Res ources  Application.  His toric Resources 
inc lude arc haeologic al s ites , palaeontological s ites, Indigenous traditional use s ites 
of  a his tor ic resource nature, and his tor ic structures. 

 
 

f. changes  to the health, social,  or ec onomic  c ondit ions of Indigenous peoples : 
v i. A lber ta Indigenous Relat ions determined level three consultat ion w as  required. 

Consultat ion is  ongoing. No dec ision has been made to date. 
 

g. Potent ial impac ts  on A bor iginal and Treaty Rights : 
 v i.  A lber ta Indigenous Relations determined level three c onsultat ion w as  required. 

Cons ultat ion is  ongoing. No dec ision has been made to date.  
 
 
 

5. Have y ou rec eived public comments /conc erns in relation to the Projec t? If  y es , provide an 
ov erv iew of the key  is sues and the way in w hic h ( in general terms ) y our  minis try intends to 
address  (or w ould normally  manage)  these matters. 

a. EPA  has  rec eived c oncerns related to the proposed project. The c oncerns include 
but are not limited to w ildlife, waterfoul ad fisheries impac ts, w ater s upply is sues 
and dow nstream impac ts .  

b. EPA  has  a legis lated public rev iew process related to applications under the Water 
Ac t .  

 
6. Have y ou rec eived Indigenous community  c omments /concerns in relation to the Projec t? If  y es, 

prov ide an ov erview  of the key  is sues and the way in w hich (in general terms ) y our minis try 
intends  to address (or would normally manage)  these matters.  
Y es , the concerns  raised were the lack of c apacity to review the project, impac ts of the project,  
and timing of  the engagement.  Inf ormation that indicates that the propos ed project would 
potent ially  impac t A boriginal and Treaty r ights would be used to inform c onsultation 
requirements .  
 
 

7. Do y ou have any  other  information about the Project in relat ion to potential advers e effects or 
impac ts  to the public ,  or Indigenous peoples  and their r ights  as protected under s ec tion 35 of the 
Cons ti tution Ac t, 1982? 
Not at this  t ime.  
 
Links : 
 
https ://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-
consultat ions-in-alberta.aspx 
 
https ://www.alberta.ca/water- legislation-
and- res ourc es.aspx 
 

Name of  responder 
 
 
A pprov als  Program Manager  

<Original signed by>
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Tit le of  responder  
 
 
December  19, 2022 
Date 
 
 




