
 

Classification: Protected A 

ATTACHMENT: April 21, 2022 
Provincial Advice Record: Designation Request under IAA 
Response requested by July 21, 2022 
Snake Lake Reservoir Expansion Project 
 

Ministry Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) 

Lead Contact Lori Havanka, Approvals Program Manager 

Full Address 

 
9915 – 108 Street 
Petroleum Plaza Building, South Tow er 
Edmonton, AB T5K 2G8 

Email Lori.Havanka@gov.ab.ca  

Telephone 780-644-4983 

Alternate Ministry 
Contact Meghan Jurijew , Environmental Assessment Coordinator; meghan.jurijew @gov.ab.ca  

 
Please fill out the form in relation to the proposed Snake Lake Reservoir Expansion 
Project. 
 
 

1. In general terms , please confirm and des cribe your minis try ’s role ( if  applicable) in the review of  
the Projec t.  
 
•  A EPs  Env ironmental A s sessment (EA ) team w ill be responsible for the management of the 

Env ironmental Impac t A s ses sment (EIA ) process and rev iew and c oordination of the 
env ironmental impac t  assess ment report. This  inc ludes any c oordination with the Impac t 
A s s essment A gency of Canada.  

 
•  A lber ta Env ironment and Parks  (AEP) , Regulatory A ssuranc e Div is ion – South Region 

(RA D-S)  is  the pr imary provinc ial r egulator of the project w ith respect to water diversion 
and us e, ac t ivit ies r equired to c onstruct and operate the associated works, and Dam and 
Canal s af ety  requirements under  the W ater  Act , Water  Minis ter ial Regulations, and 
as soc iated codes of pract ice, guidelines, etc .   

 
 

2. Please prov ide the c ontact information of the person or  persons responsible for managing your 
minis try ’s  overs ight of the Projec t (if  different from lead contac t above). 
 
•  Ref er  to res ponse 1.  

 
 

3. Desc r ibe the provinc ial legis lative or r egulatory process  or approvals adminis tered by  your 
minis try  that may  as sess or  manage the potent ial adv erse effects of the Project. For  eac h 
mec hanis m or  approv al,  please provide information regarding the following: 
• Name of  the process or  authorizat ion (e.g. c ertif icate, licence, permit or  approval) and the 

as soc iated legislativ e f ramew ork; 
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• Whether  ( f or  each) the authorization would set conditions and if  y es, w hat is sues w ould 
thos e condit ions address; 

• Whether  ( f or  each) the authorization would require public and/or Indigenous consultat ion 
and if  yes , provide information on the approach to be taken; and 

• Whether  ( f or  each) y our minis try has guidance mater ial that would be helpful to the 
proponent or  the Agenc y (please provide these as  attachments or  hyperlinks in y our 
r es pons e) . 

 
Envir onmental Impact  Assessment 
•  Env ir onmental A s sessment is  r equired where the c omplexity and s cale of a proposed 

projec t,  technology, resource allocat ion, or s it ing c onsiderat ions c reate unc er tainty about 
the ex ac t nature of environmental effects, or  r esult  in a potent ial for s ignif icant  adverse 
env ironmental ef fects.  

•  A ll env ironmental impac t assessment (EIA )  reports regardless of the type of project mus t 
addres s  and as sess how  potential impac ts of a proposed projec t are to be mit igated and 
managed. The EA  proces s is to predict the environmental,  social,  economic  and c ultural 
c ons equences  of a proposed ac t ivity and to as sess plans to mit igate any adv erse impac ts 
r es ult ing from the proposed ac t ivity.   

•  Env ir onmental as sessment is  regulated by Par t 2, Div is ion 1 of the Environmental 
Protec tion and Enhancement Ac t (EPEA )  and the Env ironmental A ssessment (Mandator y 
and Ex empted A c t iv it ies ) Regulat ion ( links below ).  

•  The Projec t in ques t ion is a Mandator y A ctivity under Sc hedule 1(c)  and 1(e) of the 
Env ironmental A ssessment (Mandatory and Ex empted A ctiv ities) Regulat ion meaning that 
an EIA  repor t is  required. 

•  Sec t ion 49 of  the Environmental Protect ion and Enhancement Act  s ets out the base 
inf ormation that mus t be included within an EIA  report.    

•  The inf ormation requirements for a s pecif ic project are identif ied in the Terms  of Reference.  
o The proponent prepares a proposed terms  of r eference that is  advertised for public 

c omment.  A t  the same time A EP is  engaging s ubject matter  experts across the 
Gov ernment of  A lberta to also review the document.  

•  A f ter the public comment per iod c loses all c omments  received are reviewed and 
c ons idered, and AEP iss ues  the f inal Terms  of Ref erenc e (TOR)  w hich outlines the 
inf ormation that mus t be included in the EIA  repor t.  

•  EIA  Repor ts  mus t inc lude three assessment c ases (baseline, projec t and c umulative 
af f ects) and three study  areas (project, local and regional) . A ddit ional informat ion c an be 
f ound in the Guide to Prepar ing EIA  Repor ts  in A lberta.  

•  Onc e the EIA  repor t is  submitted, it is  reviewed by a team of  subjec t matter  experts to 
ens ure the information s at isfies the Terms  of Ref erence.  If  def ic iencies are f ound, or  
c lar if ications required, a s upplemental information request is  sent to the proponent to 
addres s .   

•  Onc e the inf ormation requirements of the Terms  of Ref erence are met, A EP w ill deem the 
EIA  repor t as  c omplete and refer  the projec t to the appropriate public interest board to 
make the public  interest decision.   

o This  s pec if ic project w ill be referred to the Natural Res ources Cons ervation Board 
(NRCB) . A s  par t  of its proces s, the NRCB w ill determine whether or  not a public  
hear ing is  required.  

•  If  the NRCB dec ides  the proposed project can proceed, a dec ision document will be is sued 
that inc ludes  enforceable conditions/requirements. The c ondit ions /requirements c an be 
added to any  area s uch as to W ater Ac t approvals . 

•  A EP is  c ur rently working with Alberta Indigenous Relat ions to determine whether the 
projec t requires  Indigenous Cons ultat ion.  When a dec ision is  made, this will be 
communic ated to the proponent.  

 
Lice nce under the Water Act: 

•  The proper ty in and the r ight to the diversion and use of all w ater in the Prov ince is  
v es ted in Her  Majes ty  in r ight of A lberta.  

•  The div ers ion of water  and operation of works requires a lic ence under the Water  Act .   
•  Water  Lic enc es  set out terms  and conditions, and attach approved plans that addres s 

the f ollow ing:   
o Sourc e, points of divers ion and points  of use of all div ersions ;  
o Purpos e, t iming, volume and rate of us e;  
o A ppur tenance of the works;  
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o Engineered des igns of the works ;  
o Operat ions  and maintenance of the works ;  
o Dam and Canal s af ety of the works ; and,   
o A ny  s pecif ic conditions or  plans required to address  

  Ins tream f low  requirements or restrict ions  
  Other  des ign or  operat ional r equirements unique to the w orks or location 

of  the w orks  that s hould be c onsidered under  the intent,  scope and 
author ity  of the W ater  Act .     

•  One or  more proponent ( licensee) init iated amendments to the pre-existing licences will 
be requir ed pr ior to operation of the proposed project, to address c hanges to the c urrent 
licence c onditions related but not limited to the engineered design plans for the works, 
operation of the works  and Dam and Canal s af ety  of the w orks.  

•  There is  either  a public  notice of applicat ion or  public not ice of decision for these types of 
applicat ions f or  amendments to Lic ences under the W ater Ac t .  The notic e is  typically 
pos ted on the A EP Online Public  Notic e V iew er, in the loc al munic ipality, and in a locally 
av ailable new s source.  The not ice provides direct ly affec ted stakeholders the ability to 
submit Statements  of  Conc ern, or  to appeal the f inal decision on the application. 

 
Appr oval under the W ater Act: 

•  The propos ed project inc ludes placing, constructing, operating, maintaining, remov ing or  
dis turbing works, and c onsidered along with the Water  Minister ial Regulations,  is an 
ac t iv ity that requires an approval under the Water Ac t.   

•  Given the above, the proponent will be required to obtain one or  more approvals under 
the W ater  Ac t  prior to commenc ement of the proposed projec t.  

•  A pprov als  set  out terms  and conditions, and attach approved plans that address the 
f ollow ing: 

o The t iming and loc at ion of  all ac tivit ies;  
o Engineered des igns f or  the ac tivities;  
o Cons truc t ion practices;  
o Mitigations  f or  potential impac ts as soc iated w ith the elements of proposed project 

that f orm par t of an ‘ac tivity’ def inition under  sect ion 1(b) of the W ater Ac t; and,  
o A ny  s pecif ic conditions or  plans required to address features of the proposed 

ac t iv ity that should be considered under the intent,  s cope and authority of the 
W ater  Ac t .   

•  Proposed approval projects are r eviewed by the A lber ta Government Aboriginal 
Cons ultat ion Of f ice (ACO)  to verify the recommended requirement or  adequacy of Fir st 
Nations  c onc lusion. This  review is  either  init iated by  the proponent direct ly with the A CO, 
or  approval applications are referred to the A CO by  A EP onc e received.   

•  There is  either  a public  not ice of applicat ion or  public not ice of decision for all applicat ions 
f or  approvals  under the W ater Ac t .  The not ice is  typically posted on the A EP Online 
Public  Notic e V iew er, in the local munic ipality , and in a loc ally av ailable new s source.  The 
not ice prov ides directly affected s takeholders to s ubmit Statements of Conc ern, or  to 
appeal the ev entual decision of AEP. 

 
Link s:  

https ://www.alberta.ca/water- legislation-and-resources.aspx 
 
https ://www.alberta.ca/indigenous-consultations-in-alberta.aspx 
 
Envi ronmental Protec tion and Enhancement Ac t   
 
Env ironmental A s sessment (Mandatory and Exempted A ctiv ities) Regulat ion  
 
Guide to Prepar ing Env ironmental Impac t A s ses sment Repor ts in A lberta 
 
Guide to Prov iding Comments  on Propos ed Terms of  Ref erence 
 
Standardiz ed Terms  of Ref erenc e  
 
Summary  of  Env ir onmental A ss ess ment Act ivity – Cur rent Projects 
 
Summary  of  Env ir onmental A ss ess ment Act ivity – His torical Projec ts  
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4. Conf irm w hether any authorization lis ted above w ould contemplate the follow ing matters and if  

yes , dis cuss, in general,  the benchmarks or  s tandards to w hic h projec ts of this nature may  be 
held (be s pec if ic in r elation to each point below  that may  be applicable to y our minis try’s 
mandate) :  
 
Ge ne ral In fo : 

•  Sec t ion 38 (2)  of the W ater Ac t s pecifies the following matters  and f ac tors that mus t be 
cons idered and may  be c onsidered by  the Direc tor under the A ct w hen making an 
approval decis ion:  

 
  In making a dec is ion under this  sect ion, the Director 

  
 (a)  mus t c ons ider, with respect to the applicable area of the Province, the matters and 

f ac tors that mus t be c onsidered in is suing an approval,  as s pecified in an applicable 
approved water  management plan,  

 
  (b)  may  c ons ider any ex isting, potential or  cumulative 
   ( i)  ef fects on the aquatic environment, 

( ii)  hy draulic, hydrological and hydrogeological effects, and effects on household 
us ers , licensees and traditional agr iculture users, that r esult  or  may  result  from 
the ac t iv ity,  and  

 
  (c )  may  c onsider 
   ( i)  ef fects on public s afety , and 

( ii)  any  other  matters applicable to the approval that,  in the opinion of the 
Direc tor ,  are relevant .  

  
•  Table 2 of  the The South Saskatchewan River Bas in (SSRB)  A pproved Water 

Management Plan s pec if ies additional Matters and Fac tors that mus t be cons idered in 
making dec is ions on applicat ions f or  licences, preliminary c er tif icates or  approvals 
af f ect ing s urface water  in the SSRB. https://www.alberta.ca/south-saskatc hew an-r iver-
bas in-w ater -management-plan.as px 

 
a. Impac ts  on w ater  quality 

 
•  This  w ill be addressed in both the EIA  repor t and the W ater Ac t approval applicat ion. In 

addition, there are als o general approval c ondit ion prohibit ions related to the release of 
deleter ious  substances.    

 
b. Impacts on w ater quantity 

 
• This w ill be addressed in both the EIA report and the Water Act approval application for the 

Project. 
 

c . Ef f ec ts to f ish and fish habitat.   
 
•  This  w ill be addressed in the EIA  repor t and the W ater  Act  approval application for this 

Projec t. 
 

d. Ef f ec ts to s pecies at r isk 
 
•  This  w ill be addressed in the EIA  repor t and the W ater  Act  approval application for this 

projec t.  
 

e. Los s  of  nat ive grassland and/or wetland due to conversion to agricultural usage or  f looding 
 
•  This  w ill be addressed in the EIA  repor t.  

Spec if ic to w etlands, A lberta has a robust w etlands polic y that mus t be f ollow ed if there 
are any  impac ts  to wetlands.  https:/ /open.alberta.ca/publicat ions/9781460139417.  
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•  A lber ta has s pecif ic  considerations related to nat ive grass lands under the South 
Saskatchew an Regional Plan.  
 
Link s: 
https ://www.alberta.ca/nativ e-grass land.aspx 
 
This  w ill be addressed in the EIA  f or  this Projec t.  

 
f.      Potent ial impac ts  to Indigenous  peoples  result ing fr om any  c hange to the environment on 

phy s ic al and cultural her itage, the current us e of  lands  and resources for tr adit ional 
purposes, or  any s tructure, s ite or  thing that is  of historical, archaeological, paleontologic al 
or  ar chitectural s ignif icance 

 
•  Sec t ion 49 of  EPEA  requires  EIA  repor ts to inc lude a description of potential posit ive and 

negative env ironmental,  soc ial,  economic  and cultural impac ts of the proposed activity, 
inc luding c umulat ive, regional, temporal and s patial cons iderations; 

•  Proponents  are r equired to address lands with an identif ied His toric  Res ourc e V alue within 
the projec t area.  This  is  done under  the Hi storical Resources Ac t , and may  require the 
submiss ion of a His tor ic Res ources Application.  His toric Res ources inc lude 
ar chaeological sites, palaeontologic al s ites , Indigenous tradit ional use s ites of  a his toric 
resource nature, and historic s truc tures. 

•  A EP is  c ur rently working with Alberta Indigenous Relat ions to determine whether the 
projec t requires  indigenous  consultat ion.  When a dec ision is  made, this will be 
communic ated to the proponent.  
 
Link s: 
https ://www.alberta.ca/list ing-historic- resources .aspx 

 
g. Changes  to the health, s ocial, or  economic  conditions of Indigenous  peoples 

 
•  Sec t ion 49 of  EPEA  requires  EIA  repor ts to inc lude (g) an identif ic at ion of issues related 

to human health. This  is  f ur ther ex plained in the Guide to Prepar ing EIA  Repor ts in 
A lber ta. 

•  A EP is  c ur rently working with Alberta Indigenous Relat ions to determine whether the 
projec t requires  indigenous  consultation.  When a dec ision is  made, this will be 
communic ated to the proponent.  

 
h. Potent ial impac ts  on A bor iginal and Treaty Rights  

 
•  Sec t ion 49 of  EPEA  requires  EIA  repor ts to inc lude a description of potent ial posit ive and 

negative env ironmental,  soc ial,  economic  and cultural impac ts of the proposed activity, 
inc luding c umulat ive, regional, temporal and s patial c ons iderat ions; 

 
 

5. Have y ou rec eived public comments /conc erns in relat ion to the Projec t? If  y es , provide an 
ov erv iew of the key  is sues and the way in w hic h ( in general terms ) y our  minis try intends to 
address  (or w ould normally  manage)  these matters. 
 

•  A EP has  rec eived letters fr om a group of  interested parties  with respec t to environmental 
as s es sment, and regulatory and funding proces s concerns related to the project.   

o The interes ted part ies are represented by  Ecojustice.  
o The c onc erns inc lude c onsiderations for cumulat ive effects, environmental f lows 

lef t f or the aquatic env ironment, c limate c hange and the process es by  which 
grant f unding was alloc ated to the projec ts.  

•  A EP met w ith representat ives  of the interested par ties, and has responded in w rit ing w ith 
details  c lar ify ing A EPs  s pecif ic regulatory  and provincial environmental assessment 
roles .  This  inc ludes c onfirmation that all regulatory and envir onmental ass ess ment 
proc ess apply to proposed projects regardless  of funding, and that no applications for 
the proposed major  off-stream s torage projects have been received.  

•  A EP has  outlined the legislated public review process related to applications under the 
W ater  Ac t  and EA  process, such that the parties may  engage in the process s hould a 
regulatory application for the project be received by  the department.    
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6. Have y ou rec eived Indigenous c ommunity  c omments /concerns in r elat ion to the Projec t? If  y es, 

prov ide an ov erview  of the key  is sues and the way in w hich (in general terms ) y our minis try 
intends  to address (or would normally manage)  these matters.  
 

•  Not at this  t ime.  
 
 

7. Do y ou have any  other  information about the Project in relation to potential adverse effects or 
impac ts  to the public ,  or Indigenous peoples  and their r ights  as protected under s ec tion 35 of the 
Cons ti tution Ac t, 1982? 

 
•  Not at this  t ime. How ever, s hould information becomes  av ailable that indicates  the 

proposed project would potentially impac t Aboriginal and Treaty Rights, that information 
w ould be us ed to inform both Cons ultat ion requirements and the impac ts assessment 
w ithin the EIA  report.  

 
 
 

Name of  responder 
 
 
A pprov als  Program Manager  
Tit le of  responder  
 
 
July  22, 2022 
Date 
 
 

<Signature removed>




