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Enclosure 1: Comment Form – Information to Inform the Summary of Issues 

Project: Waterloo Airport Runway Project 
Proponent: Region of Waterloo International Airport 
CIAR No.: 81452 
End of comment period: April 18, 2021 

Six Nations of the Grand River 

Contact Name: Telephone: 

Address: Fax: 

Email: 

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada invites Six Nations of the Grand River to provide information it 
has available at this time on the Project and its potential effects or impacts (both positive and negative) to 
the environment and to your community and your Aboriginal and/or treaty rights. We also welcome your 
input on how you would like to be engaged throughout the potential assessment process. Your comments 
will inform the Summary of Issues1 with respect to the Project and will be provided to the proponent to 
address. You may use this form or use another format of your choice. 

All comments should be submitted via the Submit a Comment feature available on the Project’s 

Canadian Impact Assessment Registry page (Reference 81452 at  
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/81452). Letters and forms can be uploaded using this feature. 

If you have any difficulties submitting this way, please contact the Agency at 

IAAC.Waterloo.AEIC@canada.ca for assistance. 

Based on information shared during Six Nations of the Grand River meeting with the Region of Waterloo 

International Airport (the proponent) and the Agency on July 22, 2020, the Agency summarized  your 
previous comments under the appropriate heading below for your verification. Please add any further 
detail to assist the Agency’s understanding of your community’s views.  

1. General environmental effects 
During the meeting on July 22, 2020, the following was noted: 

 Expressed an interest in the Project's impact to water, including the Grand River 

Please add any further detail, and please identify any additional environmental effects of the Project that 
are of concern to your community, including any that you think of that were not identified in the Initial 
Project Description. 

 

 
  

                                                           
1 The Summary of Issues is a list of issues raised in the Planning Phase prepared by the Agency, as per section 14(1) of the Impact 
Assessment Act. This document provides the proponent with an understanding of issues and allows participants to see how their 
comments and concerns have been characterized. 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/81452
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2. Effects to physical and cultural heritage 
Please describe how the potential change, resulting from project effects to the environment, could result 
in changes to your community’s physical and cultural heritage (e.g. ceremonial sites, burial sites, cultural 
landscapes) 

 

3. Effects to current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes 
Please describe how any potential change, resulting from a project effect to the environment, could result 
in changes to your community’s current use of lands and resources for traditional purposes (e.g. hunting, 
fishing, trapping) 

 

4. Effects to structures, sites or things of historical, archaeological, paleontological or 
architectural significance. 
During the meeting on July 22, 2020, the following was noted: 

 Commented about the Project's effects on archaeology and expressed interest in the next steps 
of the archaeological study for the Project 

Please add any further detail , and please describe how the potential change, resulting from a project 
effect to the environment, could result in changes to your community’s structures, sites or things of 
historical, archaeological, paleontological or architectural significance (e.g. artifacts, important historic 

buildings or symbols) 

 

5a. Effects to social conditions  

Please describe how the Project could potentially affect social conditions that are important to your 
community 
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5b. Effects to health conditions 
Please describe how the Project could potentially affect health conditions that are important to your 
community 

 

5c. Effects to economic conditions 
Please describe how the Project could potentially affect economic conditions that are important to your 
community 

 

6. Impact to exercise of rights  
If you expect the Project may impact your community’s exercise of rights as protected under section 35 of 
the Constitution Act, 1982, please describe how.  

 

7. Views on proposed activities at the airport terminal building 
The Agency understands that the proponent proposes to expand or relocate the airport terminal building 
as part of the Region of Waterloo International Airport Masterplan. Are you satisfied with the proponent’s 
characterization of the activities related to the airport terminal building, as described in the Initial Project 
Description? Do you have any concerns regarding the proposed expansion and or relocation of the airport 
terminal building? 
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8-9. Consultation and Engagement  
During the meeting on July 22, 2020, the following was noted: 

 Expressed past difficulties of dealing with the short comment periods 

Please add any further detail and, assuming a federal assessment is required for the Project, please 
provide information on the how you would like to be consulted by the Agency. 

 

If a federal assessment is required for the Project, please provide information on the how you would like 
the proponent to engage your community. 

 

10. Additional considerations under the impact assessment process 
Are there any additional issues, such as issues considered under the impact assessment process (i.e. 
gender based analysis, sustainability, Indigenous knowledge or Indigenous cultures) that you wish to note 
for the Agency’s consideration?2 

 

 
 

   

Print Name of responder  Signature 

   

Title of responder  Date 
 
Please provide your comments on the Summary of the Initial Project Description using the Submit a 
Comment feature on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry by April 18, 2021. Thank you. 

 

                                                           
2 A link to Impact Assessment Act text can be found here: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/corporate/acts-regulations.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/corporate/acts-regulations.html

	Contact Name: Robbin Vanstone
	Telephone: 519-753-0665 ext. 5433
	Address: P. O. Box 5000 Ohsweken ON 
	Fax: 519-753-3449
	Email: rvanstone@sixnations.ca
	Textfield: We have not seen an actual Environmental Assessment for this project, however, it is our understanding that there will be impacts to/destruction of wetlands in the area of the proposed expansion to the airport. Destruction of any natural habitat is a concern for the people of Six Nations. Wetlands often contain important medicines for Indigenous people. In addition to that, wetlands are a natural habitat for a number of species. Destroying the wetlands means displacing those species that are reliant on wetlands for survival. Although the claim of "no net loss" of wetland function is stated in the Project Description, we would like to see evidence that the creation of new wetlands has the same properties and habitats as those which will be destroyed. Where are the created wetlands proposed to be? 

There are not only "species at risk" such as the Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, and Blanding's Turtle that will be impacted by this project, there are also species of concern and one must assume, other species that are also being impacted. The people of the Six Nations of the Grand River have a cultural responsibility to protect all species, not just those "at risk". As such, any destruction of fish and fish habitat is also a concern.

There is discussion of Wildlife salvage and wildlife encounter plans but no details are given as to how those plans are proposed to be implemented. 

Also, there is reference to Best Management Practices, wildlife management plans, and replacement of habitat to a ratio of at least 1:1. These are concerns that we need a conversation on. For instance, what are the best management practices and wildlife management plans? Is there a willingness of the proponent to increase mitigation ratios to a higher level?

Tree removal is also a concern. What is the replacement policy for the removal of trees? Our standard mitigation ratio is 10:1

In effect, Six Nations of the Grand River has many concerns regarding the environmental impacts associated with this project.

	Textfield-1: Six Nations territory is the most highly-urbanized land in Canada. Much of the previous development occurred on Six Nations’ traditional territory without consultation or consent of the Nation. The cumulative effects of this intense development has contributed to significant environmental degradation and, as a result, Six Nations has experienced severe impacts on our ability to exercise our Aboriginal and treaty rights.
	Textfield-2: We have clearly stated on numerous occasions that the use of the land within our Treaty area has been severely limited because the ability to hunt, fish, trap, and trade within our Treaty areas has been nearly eliminated through years and years of development without consultation or consent of our Nation. One activity that we can still participate in is the collecting of medicines important to our people. Continued destruction of natural areas such as wetlands will affect that ability as well.
	Textfield-3: Any project within the vicinity of a river is deemed to be an area of potential archaeological significance. As the Waterloo airport is adjacent to the Grand River, it stands to reason that there could be areas of archaeological importance.
	Textfield-4: Although medicine gathering is often a solitary pursuit, it can also be a small group activity. It is an opportunity for members of our community to spend time with one another in a socially distanced environment. In the age of COVID 19, it is important to have the opportunity to continue those activities which nourish our soul and our mental health.
	Textfield-5: One of our biggest concerns is the proximity the airport is in relation to the Grand River. We draw our drinking water from the Grand River so there is always a concern regarding the potential for accidental spills into and contamination of the Grand River.
	Textfield-6: 
	Textfield-7: The land on which the airport currently resides is a part of our ongoing litigation between Crown Canada and Crown Ontario. "All of the required principal and interest paid by the purchasers of Block 2 was not credited to Six Nations Trust Accounts and no discharge of mortgages can be located." We are concerned with the statement " Blocks 1 and 2 (YKF Lands) and Block 3 of the Haldimand Tract were surrendered by Six Nations to the British Crown in the 1790s so the lands could be sold to settlers, with the proceeds to go to Six Nations". It should be noted that we did not "surrender" this part of our Treaty territory. We were in fact attempting to provide for our future generations.

Now, as a result of historical inaccuracies, and no historical consultation or accommodation, our lands are no longer available for use in the manner that was traditional for us. We no longer have the ability to hunt, fish, or trap on our traditional territory due to overpopulation and over-development. We are being asked to prove how continued development is impacting our ability to exercise our Aboriginal and Treaty rights as protected under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. This is very difficult for us as our people tend to guard very carefully the areas in which they use the land for traditional uses.

	Textfield-8: As previously stated, Six Nations of the Grand River is concerned about any development relating to air, land, water and resources which occur throughout our treaty territory and any archaeological issues associated with such development(s).
	Textfield-9: Meaningful and appropriate consultation occurs when we at Six Nations of the Grand River are engaged in the early stages of any given project. All consultations with the people of Six Nations should be carried out in good faith and should be based on the principles of: mutual respect, transparency and accountability. Engagement with any Indigenous Nation should be carried out with the end goal being to establish and build relationships. Often Consultation is viewed as a "requirement" rather than an opportunity. 

Any documents should be sent in advance so that we have time to review and provide comments/ questions/ or concerns.

Capacity is always an issue. Our office receives numerous requests for consultation and engagement every month. We cannot possibly meet with everyone and those that we do meet with are whom we consider to be “high priority” but by the time we read through the documents that are being sent and then meet with the proponents of those projects or developments, we have very little time for much else. 

We do feel that it is very important to read through at the very least, the Environmental Impact Assessments as, in the past, when we have left it up to proponents to distill for us the contents of these reports, they often leave out the very information for which we have an interest and concern.

	Textfield-10: Meaningful and appropriate consultation occurs when we at Six Nations of the Grand River are engaged in the early stages of any given project. All consultations with the people of Six Nations should be carried out in good faith and should be based on the principles of: mutual respect, transparency and accountability. Engagement with any Indigenous Nation should be carried out with the end goal being to establish and build relationships. Often Consultation is viewed as a "requirement" instead of an opportunity.

Any documents should be sent in advance so that we have time to review and provide comments/questions/or concerns.

	Textfield-11: In the Initial Project Description under Summary of Indigenous Engagement, we were consulted twice about this project. The first meeting was on April 9, 2020 and included 5 representatives of the Six Nations. As this meeting occurred during the pandemic and right before Six Nations of the Grand River Elected Council shut down most of our operations, there was no opportunity for us to have a meaningful discussion regarding the impacts that this project may have. 

The second meeting was scheduled on July 22, 2020 with no indication how many representatives were present. We currently have a registered population of over 28,000 members, is it reasonable to consider that Indigenous engagement? 

	Print Name of responder: Robbin Vanstone
	Signature: 
	Title of responder: Consultation Supervisor, Six Nations of the Grand River Elected Council
	Date: April 15, 2021.


