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Métis Nation – Saskatchewan (MN-S)

Suite 201, 208-19th St W. 

Saskatoon, SK

S7M 5X8

(phone)306-343-8285
(email) metisnationsk.com

October 19, 2022 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 

280 Slater Street, P.O. Box 1046, Station B 

Ottawa, ON  K1P 5S9 

Attention: Nicole Frigault, Environmental Assessment Specialist 

By email:  rook1@cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca 

To the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, 

Re:  NexGen Rook 1 Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement: Written Intervention 

from the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan  

The Métis Nation – Saskatchewan (“MN-S”), including in respect of Métis Nation – 

Saskatchewan Northern Region II, is providing the enclosed feedback with respect to the draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) for the Rook 1 Project (the “Project”) submitted by 

NexGen Energy Ltd. (“NexGen”).  

History of the Métis 

To begin, we would like to acknowledge that the land on which our people live is the traditional 

and current territory and Homeland of the Métis (the “Homeland”).  

The Métis emerged as a distinct Indigenous people and nation in the historic Canadian 

Northwest during the 18th and 19th centuries. Saskatchewan is a part of the “historic Métis 

homeland”, which includes the three prairie provinces, Ontario, British Columbia, the 

Northwest Territories, and the northern United States. The Canadian government attempted to 

extinguish the historic Métis Nation through the issuance of “scrip” and land grants in the late 

19th and 20th centuries. The Métis in Saskatchewan began organizing to address issues of 

Métis land rights and scrip in the 1930s and continued to grow and advocate for recognition as 

one of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples. Now, nearly 150 years after the first issuance of scrip, the 

Métis in Saskatchewan have a recognized government (the Métis Nation – Saskatchewan) that 

represents the political, socioeconomic, cultural, and educational interests of the provinces 

80,000+ Métis people through a representative system based on 12 Regions and approximately 
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130 Locals. The MN-S established a Constitution in 1993 and since then has worked towards 

implementing Métis self-government efforts. In 2018 Canada agreed, through the Framework 

Agreement for Advancing Reconciliation, to work with MN-S to address Métis land claims 

within Saskatchewan, including specifically the Northwest Métis Land Claim (the “Northwest 

Land Claim”).1  In 2019, Canada and MN-S signed the Métis Government Recognition and Self-

Government Agreement between Métis Nation – Saskatchewan and Canada recognizing that 

MN-S represents the Métis of Saskatchewan and that the Métis of Saskatchewan have an 

inherent right of self-government that is protected by Section 25 and Section 35 of the 

Constitution Act, 1982. 2

The development of the uranium mining industry within the Métis Homeland, beginning in the 

1940s, has occurred with little input, consideration, or participation of the Métis communities 

that have been impacted and which will continue to live with the effects of uranium mining and 

its long-term legacy.   

As already introduced, MN-S is advancing the Northwest Land Claim and has an interest in 

preserving and protecting these lands and their resources for the use and benefit of future 

generations.  Métis are known in history for their role in trade, barter and the economic 

development of their communities. Métis are not against development where it is done in a 

manner consistent with their asserted rights, including under the Northwest Land Claim, and 

where such development respects Métis rights-based community, cultural, and economic 

activities and is undertaken in a collaborative manner that recognizes the role of Métis as 

partners in the development of the Homeland and in understanding the associated impacts.  

Commenting on the Rook 1 Project 

The Project is of deep concern to the MN-S which includes the seven MN-S Locals within the 

EIS’s study area and is the recognized governing body and representative of the Métis of 

Saskatchewan.3  The Project sits at the heart of the Northwest Land Claim, which Canada has 

agreed to address through a negotiation process,4 along the shores of Patterson Lake which is 

an area of historic and present-day cultural significance to the Métis.  Since long before the 

formation of Canada, the Métis have used and traversed Patterson Lake and the surrounding 

areas for the purposes of harvesting, trading, sustenance, and cultural practices.   

1 https://metisnationsk.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Framework-Agreement-for-Advancing-Reconciliation-
2018.07.pdf
2 https://metisnationsk.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/M%C3%A9tis-Government-Recognition-and-Self-
Government-Agreement-.pdf 
3 Métis Government Recognition and Self-Government Agreement between Métis Nation – Saskatchewan and 
Canada, signed June 27, 2019.  
4 Framework Agreement for Advancing Reconciliation between Métis Nation – Saskatchewan and Canada, signed 
July 20, 2018.  
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We enclose the results of the review prepared by Two Worlds, and endorse all included 

recommendations and concerns.  Without intending to prioritize any particular comments, we 

note the following: 

1. We are concerned that NexGen has not adopted a collaborative approach to the 
Project.  While we have been provided some opportunities for information sharing, 
NexGen has not engaged in “collaborative” activities in respect of their Project plans, 
withheld important information regarding the EIS, and has not demonstrated a 
willingness to engage in deeper dialogue that would potentially lead to modifying their 
approaches to address and accommodate Métis concerns. 

2. As Two Worlds notes, the EIS lacks substantial amounts of detail that are relevant to 
MN-S and Métis Citizens understanding the potential impacts of the Project on our 
communities, rights, and people.  Based on NexGen’s existing approaches and conduct, 
MN-S does not have confidence in NexGen’s forward-looking commitments to address 
these gaps through collaboration.  

3. MN-S also shares Two World’s concerns that there is a lack of specificity regarding how 
Métis people and rights will be impacted by the Project.  Métis rights and interests are 
different from “local” interests and First Nation interests.  The Northwest Land Claim is 
unique to the Métis.  Métis rightsholders make up at least half of the study area 
population.  The towns of La Loche, Buffalo Narrows, and Turnor Lake, among others, 
are Métis towns and will face disproportionate impacts from the Project.  Unlike First 
Nations, which have substantial powers to regulate who can enter and use reserve 
lands, Métis do not have authority over the arrival of outsiders to their communities, 
the use of lands in their communities, and how social resources (such as homes) are 
allocated.  We are concerned that socio-economic harms and pressures from the Project 
will disproportionately impact Métis.  As presented, the EIS does not explain how Métis 
rights, people and communities will be impacted, either positively or negatively.  Too 
often the EIS simply refers to effects at a “local” level, without considering the impacts 
to Indigenous peoples and Métis specifically.   

4. As recommended by Two Worlds, we request that NexGen address the concerns 
identified through processes consistent with the standard of “collaboration”.   
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Notes on the Review and Additional Steps 

In addition to the comments provided by Two Worlds and above, we submit the following for 

consideration by the CNSC: 

1. Due to a number of factors, including the limited budget and the compressed timeframe 
to review (noting that NexGen did not share a copy of the EIS with MN-S prior to or 
during the form compliance review by CNSC), the following sections of the EIS set out in 
the table below have not been reviewed by Two Worlds.  We would invite a discussion 
with CNSC and NexGen to address this gap.   

7.0 Air Quality, Noise, and Climate Change 446 

12.0 Terrain and Soils 114 

TSD VII: Mine Waste Alternatives Assessment 94 

TSD VIII: Accidents and Malfunctions Report 129 

TSD IX: Transportation Risk Assessment Report 128 

TSD X: Vibration Effects Analysis Report 33 

TSD XI: Light Effects Analysis Report 48 

TSD XII: Net Zero Framework 23 

TSD XIII: Upstream Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Carbon Intensity Discussion 16 

TSD XIV: Groundwater Flow and Solute Transport Modelling Report 63 

TSD XV: Tailings Source Term Derivation Report 48 

TSD XVI: Tailings Geochemical Characterization Report 246 

TSD XVII: Waste Rock and Underground Wall Rock Source Term Predictions Report 71 

TSD XXI: Environmental Risk Assessment* 445* 

TSD XXII: Climate Adaptation Framework 26 

Annex I Atmospheric Baseline Report   78 

Annex II Noise and Light Baseline Report 68 

Annex III Hydrogeology Baseline Report   828 

Annex IV Hydrology Baseline Road Map   15 

Annex IV.1 Regional Meteorological and Hydrological Characterization Report 56 

Annex IV.2 Hydrometric Monitoring Characterization Report 181 

Annex IV.3 Geomorphology Characterization Report   80 

Annex IV.4 Patterson Lake Currents Assessment Report   67 

Annex IV.5 Forrest Lake Mixing Study Report 75 

* review partially completed due to time constraints

Total page count not read: 3,378 pages/total 10,348 pages of EIS and associated TSDs and 

annexes 
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2. At comment 2-030, Two Worlds notes that NexGen did not accurately reflect discussions 
during May 2021 regarding important next steps that were sought by MN-S.  We 
enclose a draft from May, the context of which was shared with NexGen, identifying 
priority engagement steps identified at the time.  There has been limited progress on 
these issues to date.   

3. We note that NexGen did not include notes taken during joint working group meetings 
on the record.  These notes are important and identify Métis interests and concerns 
which have not been reflected in NexGen’s commentary.  We would invite a discussion 
on how these materials can be disclosed and appropriately incorporated.  

4. On January 15, 2021, the CNSC provided MN-S with a response to, and summary of, the 
proposed assessment work that MN-S had requested funding to conduct in 2020.  MN-S 
proposes that CNSC and MN-S revisit this work list, potentially along with NexGen, to 
identify continuing gaps and how they can be addressed.    

We thank the CNSC for their consideration of the matters outlined above and in the attached 

materials, and look forward to continued opportunities for inclusion and engagement in the 

context of the Project.   

Yours truly,  

/s/ Shannon Landrie-Crossland 

Shannon Landrie-Crossland 

Senior Engagement Advisor 

Métis Nation - Saskatchewan 

Attach. 

Report of Two Worlds Consulting Ltd. 

Overview of Joint Working Group Process – Draft Dated May 5, 2021  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
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1.1 CONSULTING FIRMS 

1.1.1 TWO WORLDS CONSULTING (TWC) 

1.1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL DYNAMICS INC. (EDI) 
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1.1.3 OUTSIDE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING LTD. (OEC) 

1.1.4 NEWFIELDS 

1.2 DOCUMENTS REVIEWED 

Technical Documents Reviewed 
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2 ROOK I PROJECT – SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

2.1 INTRODUCTION (SECTION 1) 

2.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

"NexGen has a strategic portfolio of highly prospective (i.e., 
expected) projects, currently comprising a total mineral claim 
position of 199,580 ha in the southwest Athabasca Basin, 
Saskatchewan (Figure 1.1-1). This portfolio includes NexGen's 100% 
owned Rook I property, which hosts the large, high-grade Arrow 
deposit as well as the Bow …, Cannon …, Harpoon …., and South 
Arrow areas .... NexGen holds a 51% interest in IsoEnergy Ltd. … 
which holds a portfolio of prospective assets in the eastern 
Athabasca Basin." 

Figure 1.1-1, notably the NexGen Mineral Depositions Outline 
polygons 
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"Key themes NexGen has heard and addressed include: … 

 continued, effective, and respectful engagement with the 
local communities through all phases of the Project, 
including consideration of valuable feedback; …" 

“… working with local Indigenous Groups to implement 
independent environmental monitoring.” 

“Identification, presentation, and due consideration of local 
Indigenous Groups’ input through early and ongoing engagement 
processes has validated, informed, and influenced aspects of 
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Project design.” 

"NexGen will continue to prioritize training, employment, and 
business opportunities for the communities closest to the Project." 

"In addition to payments to the provincial and federal governments, 
Benefit Agreements signed with Indigenous Groups include 
payments based on revenue generated throughout the Project 
lifespan." 

"There are currently no land use plans that encompass the Project 
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location." 

Figure 1.2-2 Regional Area of the Rook I Project 

Figure 1.2-4 Active Mineral Dispositions in the Area of the Rook I 
Project 

"The NexGen process to determine primary or other engagement 
requirements for Local Indigenous Groups included consideration 
of CNSC (2019) ..." 
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"NexGen has also initiated the negotiation of individual Benefit 
Agreements …" 

2.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.2 INDIGENOUS, REGULATORY, AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT (SECTION 2)  

2.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

"Indigenous Groups and other relevant stakeholders" 

"Target specific engagement to Indigenous Groups where NexGen 
has been informed of their particular interest in aspects of the 
Project and level of engagement desired." 
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"… lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, and 
two-spirit plus." 

Figure 2.5-1 
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"Assist in the identification of valued components (VCs) …" 

"NexGen has honoured the MN-S request to conduct engagement 
through MN-S …" 

Table 2.5-1 Summary of Primary Indigenous Group Engagement 
Methods 

Indicating that Joint Working Group meetings, Joint Working 
Group breakout sessions, and information presentations were used 
to capture "Indigenous Knowledge" 

"Incorporation of Indigenous and Local Knowledge" 
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“For the purposes of the Project EA, Indigenous Knowledge is 
specifically defined as information sanctioned (i.e., authoritative 
permission or approval given) by an Indigenous Group as an official 
statement, document, or position.” 

“… as the Project has developed and provided additional 
opportunities to incorporate Indigenous and Local Knowledge 
throughout all phases of the EA.” 

“The MN-S paused their participation in Joint Working Groups in 
December 2020 and reengaged in May 2021 with a restructured 
Joint Working Group membership that included a combination of 
new members and existing members from the original Joint 
Working Group. As part of this restructuring process, the MN-S 
communicated in early May 2021 that a two-month meeting 
cadence would be their preference, and provided a list of topics of 
interest for discussion.” 
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Table 2.6-3 Joint Working Group Meeting Topics 

“Information sent” (regarding 2021 Joint Working Group Meeting 
Topics) 

Table 2.6-3 Joint Working Group Meeting Topics 

 “Baseline studies,  

 Terrestrial,  

 Aquatic, 

 Environmental interactions (i.e., pathways) 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 16 

 Cumulative effects …”  

Identified as not applicable (“n/a”) for MN-S. 

Overall organization of the section 

“Communities stated that working together with NexGen towards a 
harmonious and prosperous future is the desired outcome, and 
communities appreciate the opportunity to discuss the Project and 
work with NexGen.” 

“Communities noted that the consideration of effects and effects 
studies completed at other project sites in the area is important in 
the assessment of the Project. Information about other project 
activities in the surrounding area was noted as important for better 
understanding potential cumulative effects that might occur. It was 
noted that cumulative effects from other industrial activities such as 
mining, forestry, and hydro-electric power generation and 
transmission projects should be taken into consideration. 
Indigenous Groups also noted concerns regarding increased 
access restrictions to traditional lands due to increasing project 
developments in the area.” 
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“A series of community information sessions were held in 2019. 
Subsequent community information sessions planned for late 2021 
and early 2022 have not been conducted due to Covid-19 and the 
ability to maintain the health and safety of participants.” 

“A series of community information sessions were held in 2019. 
Subsequent community information sessions planned for late 2021 
and early 2022 have not been conducted due to Covid-19 and the 
ability to maintain the health and safety of participants.” 

“The VC Survey requested input on identifying the VCs to be 
evaluated for the Project and ideas about how to avoid or lesson 
potential Project effects on VCs. Results from these surveys helped 
to inform future engagement, as well as the selection of VCs for the 
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EIS.” 

Table 2.6-12 Summary of Youth Workshop Survey Responses 

“What Would You Still Like to Know About the Project? 

 How it will affect the land 

 That communities will be kept updated on progress 

 What happens once the mine closes 

 Potential effects on water 

 If there will be potential pollution” 

“The N-19 Trappers Association expressed an interest in reviewing 
the baseline studies and EA results when available.” 

“Key newsletter content included a Project overview and key Project 
components, commitment to protection of people and the 
environment, community programs, education and training 
requirements, jobs and opportunities, and next steps in the EA 
process.” 
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“As the La Loche office has regular business hours, it also allows 
community members to engage at a time of their convenience.” 

General comment on text under this heading 

“Items for discussion will be based on activities in progress, as well 
as any specific items of discussion requested by Indigenous 
Groups.” 

“The Benefit Agreements include commitments to establish 
processes for regular communication and information exchange 
between NexGen and each Indigenous Group.” 
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“Along with the prospect of future youth workshops, NexGen will 
explore opportunities for future women’s and men’s workshop to 
enable more opportunities for community members to engage on 
the Project.” 

Global comment on text under this heading 

Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

“Introductory meeting for the Joint Working Group including … 
Indigenous Knowledge in the EA” 
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Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

5 May 2021 meeting and subsequent email exchanges dated 5 May 
2021 and 7 May 2021 regarding MN-S’ expectations for 
engagement. 

Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

All 
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Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

19 August 2021, Video conference communication 

Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

10 November 2021, multiple methods 

“NexGen … would be reviewing the Joint Working Group meeting 
outline document provided by the MN-S in May 2021 in advance of 
the next meeting to share an update on available presentation 
materials.” 
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Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

13 December 2021 

“NexGen advised … there was a large amount of funding remaining 
….” 

Table 2A-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

Engagements 17 December 2021 through 15 February 2022 

Table 2B-2: Summary of Issues Identified by Métis Nation – 
Saskatchewan 

Global comment on structure and content of table 
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“How Addressed in EIS” “Summary of 
Response”

Global comment on community information sessions 

Global comment on Appendix 2F 

2.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.3 INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE (SECTION 3) 

2.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

"Specific to incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge in the EA, 
NexGen has chosen to pursue an approach based on regulatory 
guidance, available literature, international best practices, and 
Project team experience." 

"In recognition of this, NexGen, local Indigenous Groups, and local 
communities have worked together to identify opportunities to best 
incorporate Indigenous and Local Knowledge into the Proposed 
Project and the EA." 
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References to IAAC 2020a and BC EAO 2020. 

Defining Indigenous Knowledge (all text) 

"For the purposes of the EA, Indigenous Knowledge is specifically 
defined as information sanctioned (i.e., authoritative permission or 
approval given) by an Indigenous Group as an official statement, 
document, or position." 
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"In summary, Indigenous Knowledge can generally be understood 
as the unique and collective knowledge of a group of Indigenous 
People that is built up through generations of living in close contact 
with the land and natural environment.…” etc. to end of paragraph. 

"The Joint Working Groups facilitate the exchange of information 
and sharing of Indigenous and Local Knowledge, including 
understanding each Indigenous Group's protocols on consent, 
ownership, access, control, and possession of their knowledge." 

“The Joint Working Groups are also planned to facilitate the review 
of and opportunity to provide feedback on the EIS.” 

"… the MN-S communicated in early May 2021 that a two-month 
meeting cadence would be their preference, and provided a list of 
topics of interest for discussion." 
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"Community-based protocols and procedures should be 
understood, respected, and followed." 

"Confirm informed consent" 

Reference to community information sessions 

"NexGen presented a preliminary list of VCs …" during joint 
working group meetings in 2019 and 2020. 

"Between April and June 2021, NexGen presented information and 
requested feedback and input from Indigenous Groups on the 
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topics of traffic accidents and malfunctions, EA methods (i.e., 
pathway analysis, residual effects classification, determination of 
significance, prediction confidence and uncertainty, and monitoring 
and follow-up programs), ..." 

Joint Working Group Summary

"The IKTLU Studies were generally completed and shared with 
NexGen between December 2019 and December 2020 …. These 
IKTLU Studies were reviewed for applicable Indigenous Knowledge 
and to identify and confirm effects pathways for biophysical and 
socioeconomic intermediate components and VCs." 

"… topics were also identified as key interests and concerns 
expressed by attendees at the community information sessions held 
in 2019" 

"A total of 78 KP interviews were conducted with community 
members, primarily through telephone unless another method was 
requested. Interviews were completed with business owners, 
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principals and staff of schools, housing clerks, health care directors, 
band councillors, and the RCMP." 

Table 3.7-1 Indigenous and Local Knowledge Key Influence on 
Project Design 

"Inclusion of a dedicated space for Elders on site to be available to 
support Indigenous employees" 

Table 3.8-1 Incorporation of Indigenous and Local Knowledge in 
the Environmental Assessment 

Comment on structure and content of table 

"Initial conversations regarding the Decommissioning and 
Reclamation Plan were held during Joint Working Group meetings 
in February 2020 and March 2021" 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 33 

2.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 35 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES (SECTION 4) 

2.4.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

"The assessment of alternatives has been informed by … (including 
Indigenous Knowledge) …" 

"The comparison between alternative options was presented in 
relative terms and is not intended as a definitive statement of Treaty 
or Aboriginal rights as they pertain to the proposed Project. Such an 
evaluation is the responsibility of the Crown in consultation with the 
potentially affected Indigenous Groups." 

All content of this section 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 36 

All content of this section 

2.4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION (SECTION 5) 

2.5.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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Approximately 92 active mineral dispositions, issued to twelve 
companies, exist within the general area of the proposed Project.  
(Figure 5.2-2)

“… Preliminary Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan …” 

“The camp would provide semi-private spaces, such as individual 
rooms for workers that would be shared on a rotating basis, ….” 

“NexGen is currently considering using the Buffalo Narrows Airport 
as a pick-up point.” 

Drive-in/drive-out staff, assumes airstrip is operational” (Table 5.5-
5). 
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“working with local communities to develop culturally sensitive 
employment policies …” 

“using best efforts to provide qualified local residents …” 

Table 5.7-1 

2.5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.6 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT APPROACH AND METHODS (SECTION 6) 

2.6.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Commenting on missing items in regional map 

“Indigenous and Local Knowledge was integrated into the 
development of the Project, including EA process. Indigenous and 
Local Knowledge was incorporated into the EIS by integrating the 
results from Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional Land Use 
(IKTLU) Studies and from engagement with local priority area (LPA) 
community members.” 
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“In addition, a guidance document …” 

“General concerns (e.g., Project effects on water) …” 

“The BNDN and BRDN ….” 
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changes in availability and quality of fish, plants, ...

“Information used to support the description of existing conditions 
also included available Indigenous and Local Knowledge from 
engagement and IKTLU Studies, …” 

The environmental scientists worked closely with the Project 
design engineers to incorporate appropriate mitigation into the 
Project design and implementation plans so that residual effects 
would be acceptable. 

Other measurement indicators, such as community cohesion … 
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qualitative data … relied upon to complete the analysis. 

The process for determining when, how, and where to use … 
Integrated Management System Manual. 

2.6.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.7 HYDROGEOLOGY (SECTION 8) 

2.7.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 45 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 46 

Table 8.5-1 Simulated Peak Solute Mass Loading Rates 
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2.7.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

2.8 HYDROLOGY (SECTION 9) 

2.8.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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2.8.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

2.9 SURFACE WATER QUALITY AND SEDIMENT QUALITY (SECTION 10) 

2.9.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“Water quality COPC concentrations in the far-future projection 
indicate that cobalt and copper may exceed the threshold for water 
quality in the receiving environment downstream of the Project …” 

2.9.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.10 FISH AND FISH HABITAT (SECTION 11) 

2.10.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Table 11-2.1: Species Considered for Selection as Valued 
Components 

Table 11.3-2 Summary of Fish Species Captured in the Local and 
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Regional Study Areas 
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2.10.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

2.11 VEGETATION (SECTION 13) 

2.11.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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“the purpose of Section 13 is to provide a detailed and 
comprehensive assessment of all potential Project-specific effects and 
cumulative effects ...”

“Habitat requirements for species that are not well known or 
understood (i.e., tracked bryophytes, such as mosses, and lichens) 
were excluded as VCs because of the high degree of uncertainty 
associated with the distribution of these taxa (e.g., species) within 
the area of the anticipated Project (and generally in 
Saskatchewan)(DeVries and Wright 2015) and because such 
organisms often require detailed chemical or taxonomic 
procedures for their identification (Eldridge et al. 2003).”  

Table 13.2-1 Valued Components, Rationale, Measurement 
Indicators, and Assessment Endpoints 
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“Supplemental vegetation inventory and rare plant surveys [were] 
completed in 2021 to further characterize baseline conditions for 
vegetation (Dolmage 2021).”

Table 13.2-4 Wetland Ecological Land Classification Units within the 
Local and Regional Study Areas 

“Riparian ecosystems are zones of interaction between aquatic and 
terrestrial environments within watersheds that function in linking 
terrestrial ecosystems to watercourses, stabilizing streambanks and 
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floodplains, regulating stream temperatures, and providing a 
source of large woody debris and organic matter for aquatic 
ecosystems …”.  

“The method used to identify riparian ecosystems likely 
overestimates the outer edge of active floodplains for many of the 
smallest watercourses and waterbodies in the RSA and 
appropriately captures the active floodplains for the largest 
watercourses in the RSA.”  

”Secondary pathway: The pathway could result in a measurable but 
minor environmental change relative to existing conditions or 
guideline values, but this change would be sufficiently small that it 
would have a negligible residual effect on vegetation.”
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Figure 13.3.3: Wetland Ecosystems and Rare Plant Species in the 
Regional Study Area, Base Case 

“Overall, riparian habitats are uncommon the landscape relative to 
upland and wetland ecosystems …”  

V-03 Public access affecting vegetation  
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V-04 Fugitive dust and constituent emissions  

V-05 Vegetation changes from particulates and acid emissions  

V-06 Loss from fibre optic line  

V-07 Invasive species  

V-08 Surface water flow changes  

V-09 surface water quality from runoff  

V-10 Treated effluent discharge  

V-11 Surface water quality from WRSAs and UGTMF after Closure,  

V-01 Direct loss  

W-02 Terrain alteration,  
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“Wetland ecosystems are less common within the LSA … relative to 
the RSA …”.  

2.11.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.12 WILDLIFE AND WILDLIFE HABITAT (SECTION 14) 

2.12.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

The purpose of Section 14 is to provide a detailed and 
comprehensive assessment of all potential Project-specific effects and 
cumulative effects …”
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“Secondary pathway: the pathway could result in measurable but 
minor environmental change relative to existing conditions or 
guideline values, but this change would be sufficiently small that it 
would have a negligible residual effect on wildlife and wildlife 
habitat.”

“Changes in habitat availability and animal use” 

“Changes in survival and reproduction” 

Table 14.2-7 Definitions Applied to Effects Criteria Classifications 
for the Assessment of Valued Components 
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Table 14.4-1 Potential Effects Pathways for Wildlife and Wildlife 
Habitat 

W-04 Fibre optic line direct loss

W-05 Injury and mortality from clearing

W-06 Invasive plants affecting wildlife habitat  

W-07 Increased edge habitat 
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W-08 Increased predator access 

W-09 Increased public access 

W-10 Air emission effects via inhalation or ingestion 

W-11 Soil contamination from emissions 

W-12 Treated effluent discharge 

W-13 Surface water quality from runoff 

W-14 Water quality from WRSAs and UGTMF 

W-15 Surface flow changes 

W-16 Linear barriers 

W-17 Power line injury and mortality 

W-18 Vehicle injury and mortality 

W-19 Wildlife attractants 

W-20 Direct harm from contact water

any adverse 
interactions between the Project and wildlife are expected to be 
infrequent and have a minor influence on regional population relative 
to existing conditions and are predicted to result in negligible 
residual effects on VCs – and the pathway was assessed as secondary 
and not carried forth in the assessment

Table 14.2-7: 
Definitions Applied to Effects criteria Classification for the Assessment 
of Valued Components

W-01 Habitat loss  

W-02 Habitat alteration  

W-03 Sensory disturbance
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“… even the incremental effects due to the small amount of habitat 
loss from the Project in SK2 West are predicted to result in a significant 
adverse effect on caribou in the Application Case. …  

Cumulative effects from the Project, Fission Patterson Lake Property, 
and forest harvest activities are similarly predicted to result in a 
significant adverse effect on caribou in the RFD Case, …”.

“Effects on biodiversity have been evaluated based on the assessment 
completed for the wildlife VCs, …”.
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“A Caribou Mitigation and Offsetting Plan would be developed … 
following submission of the EIS.” 

“Section 14 met the main objectives of the Terms of Reference for the 
Project issued by the ENV and CNSC by providing a detailed and 
comprehensive assessment of potential Project-specific effects, and 
cumulative effects from the Project and other developments on 
wildlife and wildlife habitat.”
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“The model provides an ecologically 
relevant and confident assessment of the effects of the Project and 
previous, existing and other future developments on olive-sided 
flycatcher habitat.”

2.12.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

2.13 HUMAN HEALTH (SECTION 15) 

2.13.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Figure 15.1-3 Linkage Diagram of Project Effects on Human Health 
and Influenced Value Components 
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Figure 15.2-2: Human Health Risk Assessment Process 

Table 15.2-3: Rationale for Selection of Human Health Receptor 
Groups 

“… about 50% of the Traditional Foods for subsistence harvesters 
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were assumed to be sourced from either Patterson Lake South Arm, 
Beet Lake in the LAS, or Lloyd Lake, and the other 50% from a 
reference location.” 

Figure 15.2-3: Selection of Surface Water Screening Values for 
Constituents of Potential Concern for the Environmental Risk 
Assessment 

Figure 15.2-4: Screening Process for Selection of Constituents of 
Potential Concern for the Environmental Risk Assessment 
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Figure 15.2-5 Human Health Conceptual Site Model15 

“Arsenic was evaluated …. as a non-threshold carcinogen … For this 
assessment, the lifetime average daily dose was estimated for 
various age groups … to permit estimation of the lifetime risk to a 
composite receptor for each of the subsistence harvester, seasonal 
resident, and permanent resident.” 
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“post-modelling adjustments were made on the outputs to account 
for bioavailability of arsenic in certain foodstuffs … and the percent 
inorganic arsenic present in fish tissue, given that 90% is present in 
a relatively non-toxic, organic form” 

Figure 15.5-1: Interpretation of Incremental Cancer Risk for Human 
Health Receptors – Application Case 

Table 15.5-6: Estimated Incremental Lifetime Cancer Risk from 
Arsenic to Human Receptors – Reasonably Foreseeable 
Development Case 
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Table 15.6-1 Classification of Residual Effects on Human Health 
Measurement Indicators for the Application Case and Reasonably 
Foreseeable Development Case 

Table 15.6-1 Classification of Residual Effects on Human Health 

Table 15.7-1 How Uncertainties in the Human Health Exposure are 
Addressed 
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“short-term exceedances … may occur within the Project footprint 
…” 

2.13.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.14 CULTURAL AND HERITAGE RESOURCES AND INDIGENOUS LAND AND 
RESOURCE USE (SECTION 16) 

2.14.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The cultural and heritage resources and Indigenous land and 
resource use assessment used widely accepted scientific practices 
and incorporated Indigenous and Local Knowledge from a variety 
of sources, including Joint Working Group meetings and 
Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional Land Use (IKTLU) Studies 
completed by First Nations and Métis Groups (collectively referred 
to Indigenous Groups) for the Project.” 
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“In total, 180 ha were assessed and no heritage resources were 
identified in the survey area.” 

“Indigenous land and resource use in the LSA is actively pursued by 
the CRDN, MN-S, and BNDN, and, to a lesser extent, the BRDN.” 

“Project activities that would have the potential to affect Indigenous 
land and resource use during the Project lifespan include:” [bullet 
list] 

“Project environmental design features such as the underground 
tailings management facility and a limited Project footprint were 
designed to minimize the Project's effects on cultural and heritage 
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resources and Indigenous land and resource use.” 

“With respect to cultural and heritage resources, as spatial overlap 
between the Project and the Fission Patterson Lake South Property 
would not exist, pathways between the projects would also not 
overlap; therefore, only the potential effects of the Project were 
considered in the subsequent steps of the assessment process.” 

“A chance find procedure would mitigate potential effects of the 
Project on any unknown cultural and heritage resources, should any 
sites be identified during land clearing and site preparation 
activities.” 

“With respect to Indigenous land and resource use, proposed 
mitigation measures that would reduce effects include:  

 implementation of Benefit Agreements with primary 
Indigenous Groups, which would include funding and human 
resources to support community-related initiatives and 
establishing an Implementation Committee ….” 
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“Perception that mine activities may adversely affect the quality of 
water, fish, plants, and wildlife.” 

“Perceptions of contamination at decommissioned facilities and the 
suitability of the land and resources for practising traditional 
activities.” 

“Nonetheless, the majority of the LSA and RSA would remain intact 
with similar resources (i.e., water, fish, plants, and wildlife) as the 
Patterson Lake area …” 

“Mitigations to improve perceptions on the quality of resources and 
cultural landscape would include the independent Indigenous 
monitoring program, Indigenous and Public Engagement Program 
to communicate results from the Project and independent 
environmental monitoring, and commitments contained within the 
Benefit Agreements such as monetary and human resources to 
support community-related initiatives in areas such as cultural and 
traditional values.” 
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“Indigenous land and resource use is expected to change around 
Patterson Lake, but overall Indigenous land and resource use in 
other areas of the LSA and RSA is anticipated to continue. The 
residual effects on the Indigenous Land and Resource Use VC in the 
Application Case and the RFD Case are predicted to be not 
significant.” 

“The effectiveness of mitigations on the Indigenous land and 
resource use would be evaluated through the following: …” [bullet 
list] 
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“Changes in access to land and traffic patterns could alter 
Indigenous land user safety.” 

Table 16.2-1 VC, Rational, Measurement Indicators, and Assessment 
Endpoints 

Indigenous land and resource use assessment endpoint:  

“Continued ability to participate in Indigenous land and resource 
use activities.” 

“The spatial boundary selected for the cultural and heritage 
resources assessment was defined as the heritage study are and 
included three main areas of the maximum disturbance area (Annex 
IX, Figure 3):” 

Table 16.2-2 Spatial Boundaries for the Assessment of Indigenous 
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Land and Resource Use 

LSA Description:  

“The terrestrial, aquatic, and human health RSAs where ecosystems 
and resources can potentially be directly or indirectly affected by 
the Project and experience some cumulative effects, if applicable.” 

Figure 16.2-2 Reasonably Foreseeable Development in the 
Regional Study Area 

The Fission Patterson Lake South Property, which is planned by 
Fission Uranium Corp. … was included in the RFD Case (Figure 16.2-
2). …The CRDN and MN-S specifically mentioned the potential for 
cumulative effects from the Project and the nearby proposed Fission 
Patterson Lake South Property …” 

Table 16.2-3 Linkage between Existing Conditions and 
Measurement Indicators 
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“Data were validated and supplemented through several means, 
including discussion during Joint Working Group meetings and 
review of Joint Working Group records.” 

“A screening-level assessment was applied using Indigenous and 
Local Knowledge, scientific knowledge, logic, experience with 
similar developments, and an understanding of the effectiveness of 
mitigation (i.e., level of certainty that mitigation would work) to 
assign each pathway to one of the following categories …” 

“No Pathway: Analysis reveals that the pathway could be removed 
(i.e., effect is avoided) by mitigation so that the Project would result 
in no measurable environmental change relative to existing 
conditions or guideline values and, therefore, would have no 
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residual effect on cultural and heritage resources and Indigenous 
land and resource use.” 

“This assessment endpoint is qualitatively defined by the continued 
ability of Indigenous Groups to participate in land-based activities 
based on similar availability of resources for harvesting, 
maintenance of access to traditional land use areas, and 
maintenance of quality of Indigenous land use experience, while 
acknowledging that traditional activities are dependent on 
individual preferences and experience. The classification of residual 
effects criteria provides the foundation for determining if the 
threshold for significance is exceeded.” 

“The implementation of robust, long-term environmental testing 
and monitoring has also been requested by Indigenous Groups to 
verify protection of the environment, including community-led 
monitoring during Construction and Operations of the proposed 
Project.” 

“An HRIA was completed by Canada North Environmental Services 
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Limited Partnership for the Project from 19 June to 22 June 2018 … 
A total of 180 ha was assessed using a combination of pedestrian 
reconnaissance, post-effect inspections of disturbed areas, and the 
excavation of 239 subsurface shovel probes. No heritage resources 
were identified throughout the entire survey area.” 

“However, both communities' Métis populations have declined in 
recent years. In La Loche, the Métis populations decreased by 600 
since 2011 (the largest population decrease among LPA 
communities), and by 225 in Buffalo Narrows. Buffalo Narrows has 
the oldest population among LPA communities with a median age 
of 30.8 years, which is consistent with provincial Indigenous 
population characteristics where the Métis population is oldest 
amount Indigenous Groups.” 

“Fishing: Fishing has traditionally been an important activity for 
Indigenous Groups providing food. Topics discussed include the 
cultural importance of fishing, the species fished, fishing locations, 
and the seasonality, where available.” 

“A general use area was mapped around the east shore of Forrest 
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Lake and Beet Lake, and Forrest Lake, which overlap the maximum 
disturbance area ...” 

“Métis Nation – Saskatchewan citizens hunt throughout the LSA and 
RSA…. Some MN-S citizens reported that moose have moved 
farther away because of too much activity in the area of the 
proposed Project.” 

“Specific hunting areas located in the LSA identified by the MN-S 
include in the areas of Gedak Lake; Dennis Lake; Derkson, Koops 
and Gall lakes; and Patterson Lake including within the maximum 
disturbance area ….” 

“Specific hunting areas located in the LSA identified by the MN-S 
include in the areas of Gedak Lake; Dennis Lake; Derkson, Koops 
and Gall lakes; and Patterson Lake including within the maximum 
disturbance area ….” 

“Métis Nation – Saskatchewan citizens trap in the LSA and RSA. In 
the RSA, MN-S has identified one trapline … In the LSA, the MN-S 
has identified one trapline that extends from north of Patterson 
Lake, including within the maximum disturbance area …” 
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“Métis Nation – Saskatchewan citizens value the LSA and consider it 
culturally important to their continued use of the land. They 
consider the area important not only for harvesting but also for its 
role in the larger landscape.” 

“There were no cultural sites and areas identified by the MN-S in the 
LSA, but several were reported in the RSA, including at lakes 
directly north of the LSA ...” 

“The MN-S has stated that the Patterson Lake area has historical and 
current value and is paramount to its members, and their lifeblood 
...” 
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Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use 

Environmental Design Features and Mitigations column 

Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use  

ILU-01/ILU-02/ILU-03/ILU-05: Environmental Design Features and 
Mitigation 

 “Implement Benefit Agreements including …” 

Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use  

ILU-03 Effects Pathway  

”… Similarly, perceptions of the quality of water, fish, plant, and 
wildlife resources may adversely affect the quality of the experience 
and/or result in certain areas being avoided.” 
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Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use  

ILU-04 Environmental Design Features and Mitigation 

“Install a gate at the site entrance (i.e., gatehouse) to control public 
access.” 

Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use  

ILU-05 (Effects Pathway Changes to air or water quality) 
Environmental Design Features and Mitigation 
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Table 16.4-1 Potential Adverse Effects Pathways for Indigenous 
Land and Resource Use 

“ILU-05: Changes to air or water quality 

The following Project interactions were predicted to result in no 
pathway to Indigenous land and resource use and were not carried 
forward in this assessment.” 

Table 16.4-2 Ecological Receptors Included in the Assessment 

“Furthermore, NexGen is committed to providing funding for full-
time independent Indigenous Monitors to enable unrestricted 
environmental monitoring, subject to the Indigenous Monitor 
complying with appropriate health and safety and other reasonable 
site-specific policies of NexGen. The Indigenous Monitors would 
report directly to their respective Indigenous Group/community.” 

HR-01: Disturbance of heritage resources 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 90 

“Therefore, a chance find procedure would be implemented during 
clearing activities. Management options for any unanticipated 
archaeological materials or features discovered by chance during 
any land clearly activities for all Project phases would be developed 
in consultation with the Heritage Conservation Branch.” 

“Access to parts of Patterson Lake may be temporarily restricted 
during construction of in-lake infrastructure, but unrestricted access 
to the lake is expected during Operations and Closure.” 

“There were no culturally important sites and areas identified by 
Indigenous Groups that overlap with the maximum disturbance 
area.” 

“NexGen also commits to supporting intergenerational transfer of 
knowledge.” 

“The loss of most traditional use plants would be continuous until 
reclamation has re-established vegetation; however, the loss of 
traditional use plants in wetland habitat (e.g., pitcher plant) is 
considered permanent and irreversible. While the availability of 
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traditional use plants would be reduced in the maximum 
disturbance area of the Project, traditional use plant habitat is 
predicted to remain abundant across the vegetation RSA, and 
incremental effects of the Project are expected to remain within the 
resilience and adaptability limits of traditional use plant species. 
This would result in a low magnitude change in availability of 
traditional plants int he Indigenous land and resource use LSA.” 

“However, while the loss of traditional use plants in the Project 
footprint would range from long-term to permanent depending on 
the habitat, traditional use plants would remain widespread in the 
Indigenous land and resource use LSA, and opportunities for 
traditional gathering could continue.” 

“This may result in woodland caribou [Moose, Black Bear] avoiding 
an existing movement route at the narrows of Patterson Lake 
identified through Indigenous and Local Knowledge.” 

“However, wildlife habitat is expected to remain well connected for 
movement throughout the rest of the wildlife RSA. Effects on wildlife 
availability from changes in habitat availability, habitat connectivity, 
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and sensory disturbances would occur throughout all Project 
phases and extend beyond the Active Closure Stage (i.e., two 
generations of Indigenous land users, or 43 years, for harvesting of 
most species, and approaching three to four generations, or 100 
years, for common goldeneye and American marten) until 
functional habitat is restored and sensory disturbance from traffic in 
Project activities is no longer expected to influence wildlife 
movements. ... Overall, the Project is expected to have a small, local 
effect on Indigenous land and resource use through its effects on 
the availability of wildlife for harvest.” 

“However, it is recognized that noise can have an effect on the 
aesthetics of individual resources users using the LSA, and that 
individuals may perceive and experience noise differently. 
Sensitivity to noise may be higher for some individuals, especially 
when they expect a quiet experience on the land. Tolerance levels 
may be very different among individual Indigenous land users and 
are difficult to measure quantitatively. However, it is reasonable to 
expect that some of the Indigenous land users may be affected 
negatively and choose not to conduct harvesting activities in the 
LSA at some locations potentially affect by noise increases.” 

“The only times when light trespass would be visible is when an 
Indigenous land user has a direct line of sight on a light source … 

During Construction and Operations, Project-related illumination 
would result in skies brighter than the E1 threshold in localized 
areas for either of the 16 receptors considered in the light analysis 
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... 

Sky glow is expected to obscure faint stars for Indigenous land 
users on clear nights. The change in sky glow may affect the 
nighttime aesthetics and experience for Indigenous land users 
spending the night on the land or at a cabin ... Overall, the change 
of nighttime aesthetics resulting from skyglow would be relatively 
minor, and changes to the star visibility are expected to be 
localized.” 

“Dust could affect the quality of Indigenous land use experience in 
the LSA during Construction, Operations, and the Active Closure 
Stage, and potentially discourage harvesting next to the Project. 
Dust deposition rates are not expected to exceed guidance values 
outside of the maximum disturbance area.” 

“While permanent features of the Project (e.g., WRSAs) would be 
reclaimed, vegetation communities anticipated to establish on 
these features would likely not be representative of the terrestrial 
ecosites not influenced by the Project; therefore, effects are 
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conservatively considered permanent and irreversible ... This may 
result in a loss of aesthetic value after Closure for some Indigenous 
land and resource users.” 

“Reclamation is predicted to reverse effects on disturbed areas and 
restore natural ecosystems and visual aesthetics of the Project 
footprint; however, vegetation ecosystems or forest types would 
most likely differ from those present before disturbance ...” 

“Indigenous land users have documented the use of Patterson Lake, 
Forrest Lake, Beet Land, Dennis Lake, Derkson Lake, Koop Lake, 
Gall Lake and Dyck Lake in the LSA … If the access road is used to 
access these lakes or cabins in these areas, there is potential for 
safety conflicts. … 
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The Ground Transportation Emergency Response Plan would 
contain measures to address Indigenous land user traffic safety on 
the access road and the Security Program would contain measures 
within the maximum disturbance area …” 

“Highway 955 was documented by Indigenous Groups as a travel 
route to access traditional use areas or other communities … 

The Ground Transportation Emergency Response Plan would 
contain limited measures to address Indigenous land user traffic 
safety on Highway 955 due to the roadway being under provincial 
purview ...” 
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“However, existing perceptions of reduced resource quality are 
expected to remain for some individuals in the Application Case. To 
help mitigate these perceptions to the Project's potential for 
adverse effects on Indigenous land and resource use, NexGen 
would: ...” 

“Benefit Agreements have been or are being negotiated with each 
potentially affected primary Indigenous Group. Within each Benefit 
Agreement, NexGen commits to provide resources, both monetary 
and human, to support community-related initiatives in areas such 
as health and wellness, education, and cultural and traditional 
values.” 
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“A spatial analysis was completed to provide an indication of the 
extent of perceived effects on land resources. The spatial extent of 
indirect or perceived effects from the Project and potential 
avoidance or reduced traditional land and resource use 
surrounding the Project was assumed to be 5km from the maximum 
disturbance area, which represents an area where individuals may 
perceive contamination to exist. ... Five kilometres was also selected 
because it represents a distance that can easily by travelled by foot, 
out and back, through the bush to carry out traditional activities 
(e.g., hunting) in a day ... 

A 5km distance from the Project encompasses Patterson Lake 
where Indigenous Groups indicated the most concern during Joint 
Working Group.” 

“To further mitigate changes to the cultural landscape, NexGen has 
signed three Benefit Agreements (i.e., with the CRDN, BNDN, and 
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BRDN). Within each Benefit Agreement, NexGen commits to 
provide resources to support community-related initiatives in areas 
such as cultural and traditional values (e.g., youth trapping 
training).” 

“Changes in the abundance and distribution of caribou are 
expected to be moderate because of habitat loss due to landscape 
disturbance in the SK2 West, a region where caribou are not 
considered self-sustaining in the Base Case. Implementation of a 
Caribou Mitigation and Offsetting Plan would be considered for 
both projects and would have the goal of a net increase in 
functional caribou habitat to meet the provincial management goals 
for woodland caribou.” 

Table 16.1: Classification of Residual Effects on Indigenous Land 
and Resource Use Measurement Indicators 

Direction Row of the Table for ALL measurement indicators 
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Table 16.1: Classification of Residual Effects on Indigenous Land 
and Resource Use Measurement Indicators 

Duration Row of the Table for ALL measurement indicators 

Table 16.1: Classification of Residual Effects on Indigenous Land 
and Resource Use Measurement Indicators 

Frequency Row of the Table for ALL measurement indicators 

“The primary factors affecting confidence in the predictions made in 
the assessment for Indigenous land and resource use include: … 

- level of understanding of Indigenous perceptions is based on 
IKTLU Studies, comments during Joint Working Group meetings, 
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and other perception studies, all of which may not capture the full 
breadth of individuals' perceptions ...” 

“The effectiveness of mitigations on Indigenous land and resource 
use would be evaluated through the following… 

- Perception surveys would be completed to better understand LPA 
residents' thoughts and understanding of uranium mining. The 
perception surveys would be designed for documenting current 
and ongoing community perceptions of mining in the RSA to inform 
future engagement and mitigation based on community issues, 
concerns, and opportunities.” 
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“NexGen has committed in the Benefit Agreement with each 
primary Indigenous Group to establish an Implementation 
Committee. The Implementation Committee is tasked with the 
responsibility of facilitating an effective ongoing working 
relationship between NexGen and the Indigenous Groups to verify 
that all commitments made with the Benefit Agreements are 
realized.” 

“In summary, residual adverse effects on Indigenous land and 
resource use were assessed as not significant for both the 
Application Case and the RFD Case. Small magnitude changes in 
the availability of resources, access to and area available for 
Indigenous land and resource use, and moderate magnitude 
changes in the quality of the Indigenous land use experience, are 
expected to be centred on the Patterson Lake area. Indigenous land 
and resource use activities may change or be displaced but are 
expected to continue with the application of mitigations including 
the Indigenous and Public Engagement Program and Benefit 
Agreements.” 
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2.14.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.15 OTHER LAND AND RESOURCE USE (SECTION 17) 

2.15.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The Other Land and Resource Use assessment used widely accepted 
scientific practices and incorporated Indigenous and Local 
Knowledge.” 
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“Commercial resource use included activities in which people from 
both non-Indigenous and Indigenous communities may participate 
commercial fishing and trapping; lodges, outfitting and ecotourism; 
forestry; and mining. Recreational uses included use of parks and 
protected areas by Indigenous or non-Indigenous peoples, as well 
as fishing and hunting activities that are conducted by non-
Indigenous people under provincial licenses.” 

“The Project and the Fission Patterson Lake South Property would 
not restrict small watercraft from navigation of Patterson Lake.” 

“Perceptions that mine activities adversely affect the quality of fish 
and wildlife for harvest.  

Perceptions of contamination at decommissioned facilities.” 

“Meetings would be held with community members, commercial 
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trappers, outfitters, and other potentially affected land users, as 
applicable, both independently and as part of the Indigenous and 
Public Engagement Program.” 

“Indigenous land and resource use is described in Section 16, 
Cultural and Heritage Resources and Indigenous Land and Resource 
Use, and focuses on activities that are an expression of Aboriginal 
and treaty rights, including hunting and trapping, fishing, gathering 
for food and ceremonial purposes; places of occupancy such as 
cabins and camp sites; access and travel routes; and culturally 
important sites such as those with a spiritual or historical importance 
for traditional or cultural purposes for Indigenous Peoples.” 

“Another key source of Indigenous and Local Knowledge was 
information shared by Indigenous Group representatives during 
Joint Working Group meetings. The Joint Working Groups represent 
an agreed-upon primary engagement mechanism as outlined in the 
Study Agreements signed by each of the primary Indigenous Groups 
and NexGen.” 
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“Comments submitted by Indigenous Groups on the Project 
Description … were also reviewed for applicable Indigenous and 
Local Knowledge. 

Indigenous and Local Knowledge related to Other Land and 
Resource Use was incorporated into the assessment by viewing the 
information as complimentary and influential alongside scientific 
information.” 

“Although in some instances there is overlap between activities as 
described in cultural and heritage resources and Indigenous land 
and resource use (Section 16), this section focuses more narrowly on 
uses for commercial or recreational purposes and extends to both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous users. Section 16 focuses on 
Indigenous land and resource use as an expression of Aboriginal 
and treat rights. Commercial trapping and fishing, as assessed in this 
section, is primarily undertaken by Indigenous Peoples from the LPA 
communities or by other residents of northern Saskatchewan.” 

“The endpoint used in this assessment is continued level of 
opportunities for Other Land and Resource Use. The level of 
opportunity is dynamic as it is subject to factors such as markets, 
business fluctuations, and government policies; however, the level 
refers to the amount of access, the availability of resources and the 
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quality of resources and resource use experience.” 

“The Other Land and Resource Use LSA (Figure 17.2-1) incorporates: 
…” 

“Quantitative recreational hunting harvests and participation levels, 
commercial trapping production and value, and commercial fishing 
production by lake and by species were available from ENV 
databases. The data sources were retrieved by request from 
government officials and, in the case of fur production, from annual 
reports ...” 

“To validate the data, cabins documented in at least two of the four 
sources were considered for the assessment. Completing this 
verification process improved the reliability of the data given that the 
presence of resource user cabins may now be known to the Wildlife 
Management Branch depending on whether cabin owners applied 
for Crown Land leases or not.” 

“Initial KP interviews were conducted … with land user groups such 
as outfitters and cabin owners. Key persons were selected based on 
their possession of knowledge and experience that could be 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 107 

relevant to characterizing Other Land and Resource Use.” 

“Data were validated and supplemented through several means, 
including discussion during Joint Working Group meetings and 
review of Joint Working Group meeting records.” 

“The IKTLU Studies supported the integration of Indigenous and 
Local Knowledge into the assessment.” 

No Pathway: Analysis revealed that the pathway could be removed 
(i.e., effect is avoided) by mitigation so that the Project would result 
in no measurable environmental change relative to existing 
conditions or guideline values and, therefore, would have no 
residual effect on Other Land and Resource Use. 
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A qualitative assessment was conducted on potential 
changes…changing perceptions concerning the potential quality of 
country foods for consumption… 

NexGen is working with local Indigenous Groups to implement 
independent environmental monitoring. In combination with 
standard Project monitoring process, independent Indigenous 
monitoring would be used to verify Project performance and to 
determine if mitigations and controls are effective in protecting the 
receiving environment. 

The activities described include recreational (non-Indigenous) 
hunting, fishing, commercial trapping, commercial fishing, lodge 
and outfitting services and ecotourism, cabins, parks and protected 
area, forestry and wildlife, and mining and exploration. 

This subsection focuses on trapping for commercial purposes, 
whereas trapping for traditional purposes by Indigenous Peoples is 
described in Section 16.3, though it is noted that trapping for 
commercial purposes and for sustenance (i.e., traditional purposes) 
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are performed concurrently. 

Indigenous Peoples in northern Saskatchewan have been involved in 
trapping fur-bearing animals for commercial purposes since the 
1700s. 

Trapping still provides benefits to trappers and their families, 
including money from fur sales, meat from certain species and some 
use of furs for domestic purposes, such as moccasins and gloves. 
Trapping continues to be a source of supplemental income for 
many, bringing in between $1.5 million and $6.0 million per annum 
for 4,500 trappers. 

The status of these cabins, whether historical, current, or planned for 
the future, was not available, and these locations could not be 
validated when cross-referenced with three other sources of 
information. 
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Note that mitigation measures are intended to address Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous land users and recognize there is considerable 
overlap between the two. The intent is to accommodate all, and not 
exclude any individuals, involved in Other Land and Resource Use. It 
is acknowledged that many mitigation measures outlined below 
(e.g., grievance mechanisms) would also overlap with mitigation 
measures presented in Section 16. This approach is intended to 
collectively address all land users, both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous, across these two sections. 

Environmental Design Features and Mitigation for OLU-01/OLU-
02/OLU-03/OLU-04: 

…Implement Project Benefit Agreements… 

Participants of the 2021 trapper's workshop and LPA community 
members comments on the potential Project effects on water quality, 
fish and wildlife in the area of the Project…. 

No significant adverse effect on any human receptors as a result of 
releases from the Project is likely during Operations for the 
Application Case and RFD Case. Therefore, this pathway was 
determined to have no measurable effects on the health of resource 
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users and was not carried forward in the assessment. 

The Project is not predicted to restrict access to or between the lakes 
in the Other Land and Resource Use LSA. 

Due to the Project remote location, resource use for commercial and 
recreational purposes is nominal (meaning virtually absent but not 
confirmed to be zero), and only two resource user groups were 
identified as potentially affected: Trappers and lodge and outfitting 
clientele. 

Should a loss of income occur, there are remedies such as trapping 
compensation agreements that have been implemented successfully 
with trappers around five mining operations in northern 
Saskatchewan. 
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Regional initiatives to mitigate access could include promotion of 
continued use close to the Project to, such initiatives would help 
maintain the areas as an active landscape for resource users, 
particularly for trappers from local Indigenous communities. 

Uncertainty was managed by: … 

Validation with Indigenous and Local Knowledge where possible;… 

NexGen is working with local Indigenous Groups to implement 
independent environmental monitoring. In combination with 
standard Project monitoring processes, independent Indigenous 
monitoring would be used to verify Project performance and to 
determine if mi 
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2.15.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.16 ECONOMY (SECTION 18) 

2.16.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The selection was also informed by Indigenous and Local 
Knowledge obtained from Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional 
Land Use Studies and Joint Working Groups, and feedback 
received during community engagement sessions.” 

“… NexGen is in the process of negotiating Benefit Agreements 
with primary Indigenous Groups in the LSA … they are premised on 
commitments including proactively engaging with local 
communities; supporting the economic participation of affected 
communities … Implementation of items agreed to in Benefit 
Agreements is also expected to reduce adverse effects and 
enhance beneficial effects on the economy.” 
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“Should the aspirational target of 75% local employment be achieved, 
an estimated 365 positions during Operations would be filled by 
members of the LSA. Employment would continue during Closure, 
but at a decreased level compared to Operations.” 

“In Benefit Agreements with Indigenous Groups, NexGen has 
committed to establishing an Implementation Committee which 
would facilitate an effective, ongoing working relationship between 
NexGen and the Indigenous Group, and verify that all commitments 
made within the Benefit Agreements are realized.” 

“First Nations and Métis groups, collectively referred to as 
Indigenous Groups, also emphasized the importance of traditional 
or subsistence economies.” 
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“In addition to the IKTLU Studies and Joint Working Groups, 
Indigenous and Local Knowledge shared during specific 
engagement activities undertaken through EA development 
process was incorporated into the assessment, where appropriate.” 

“Monitoring, Follow-up, and Management: Feedback provided by 
Indigenous Groups during engagement, including 
recommendations, were considered in the development of 
monitoring and follow-up activities (Section 18.7). In addition, it is 
planned that ongoing feedback from Indigenous Groups on the 
effectiveness of mitigations would be considered when updating 
monitoring programs and management plans.” 

“Nine measurement indicators were identified for the economy VC 
(Table 18.2-1): … 

 Indigenous community participation and employment in the 
traditional economy; 

 income:  

 personal income and household income, and wage 
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income and traditional economy income; …” 

Table 18.2-1 Valued Component Rationale, Measurement Indicators, 
and Assessment Endpoints 

Assessment Endpoints 

 Enhancing the participation of local Indigenous and non-
Indigenous individuals in employment, income, education 
and training opportunities. 

 Enhancing Indigenous and locally owned business and 
opportunities. … 

Maintaining opportunities to participate in the traditional economy.” 
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“The approach also considered input from communities and 
Indigenous Groups in the LSA provided through Joint Working 
Groups … and other engagement mechanisms ...” 

“Both primary (e.g., IKTLU Studies, interviews, questionnaires, 
observation, workshops, Joint Working Groups) and secondary 
(e.g., literature/reports, government statistics, organizational data) 
data sources were used throughout the assessment. Data collection 
began with a review of existing literature and databases from a 
variety of public sources and experiences with similar projects in 
Saskatchewan and throughout Canada. Primary data collection was 
undertaken in the form of key person (KP) interviews. ... A Joint 
Working Group session in August 2021 was specifically facilitated to 
explore the traditional and wage economies and government 
transfers in detail to contextualize their composition and 
interconnectivity, how they changed over time, and how they 
influenced the communities and their residents.” 

“Joint Working Group discussions, IKTLU Studies, and workshops … 
assisted in identifying existing economic conditions and related 
community interests and concerns, as well as supported data 
triangulation (e.g., cross-referencing) to verify the data was accurate 
and representative of the communities.” 
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“A total of 73 interviews were conducted with community members 
... 

Interviews were conducted with the consent of individual interview 
participants and community leadership. Community coordinators 
were hired and trained to assist in identifying participants in the KP 
interview program. Interviews were conducted in La Loche (20 
interviews), BNDN / Turnor Lake (9 interviews), BRDN (16 
interviews), Buffalo Narrows (24 interviews), other hamlets and 
villages (3 interviews), and the Meadow Lake Tribal Council (1 
interview).” 

“Project interactions determined as no pathway, secondary 
pathways, or beneficial pathways were not carried forward for 
further assessment (Section 6.7.3).” 
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“The majority of the population in the LSA (i.e., 56.3%) and RSA (i.e., 
50.8%) have less than a high school certificate, compared to 
approximately 20% of the Province of Saskatchewan.” 

Table 18.4-1: Effects Pathways for Economy 

E-01, Mitigation and Benefit Enhancement Policies and Actions 
Column includes: 

 “Provide dedicated space for Elders to be available to support 
employees to assist with employee retention. … 

 Implement provisions of Benefit Agreements related to 
employment and training.” 

Table 18.4-1 Effects Pathways for Economy 

Mitigation and Benefit Enhancement Policies and Actions column 
includes:  
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“E-02 … 

 Develop and maintain a  that 
describes the steps NexGen and each primary Indigenous 
Group would take to achieve the desired outcomes of the 
respective Benefit Agreement.” 

Table 18.4-1 Effects Pathways for Economy 

E-02 Mitigation and Benefit Enhancement Policies and Actions 
Column - all content 

Table 18.4-1 Effects Pathways for Economy 

Effects Pathway column… 

“E-04 … 

 Benefit Agreements include payments to Indigenous Groups 
based on revenue generated throughout the life of the 
Project.” 
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"The analysis of beneficial effects on the economy considers that 
NexGen is in the process of negotiating Benefit Agreements with 
Indigenous Groups in the LSA and has signed agreements with 
three groups. Although details of these agreements are confidential 
and have not been finalized for all Indigenous Groups, they are 
premised on commitments described in NexGen's Integrated 
Management System Policy including proactively engaging with 
local community; supporting the economic participation of affected 
communities; seeking to provide opportunities resulting in 
sustainable, lasting benefits to local communities beyond the 
Project lifespan; and providing clear and timely information to those 
who have a direct interest in the Project.” 

“E-05: Population migration 

… most, if not all in-migration would be anticipated to be former 
residents, which would be viewed by most as a positive outcome 
(i.e., relatives returning home).” 
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“Sustainable economic opportunities associated with the Project 
also form part of the signed Benefit Agreements with Indigenous 
Groups.” 

“Mitigation, enhancement, and monitoring are proposed to 
sustainably maximize economic opportunities these include … 

 Providing a dedicated space for Elders to be available to 
support Indigenous employees.” 

2.16.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.17 COMMUNITY WELL-BEING (SECTION 19) 

2.17.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The assessment of effects on community well-being was informed 
by the assessments completed for Indigenous land and resource 
use, Other Land and Resource Use, and economy. Results from the 
assessment of community well-being did not provide inputs to 
other EIS Sections.” 

“Proposed mitigation and enhancement measures would reduce 
adverse effects and enhance beneficial effects on the local 
communities. Measures would include the development of 
culturally-sensitive employment policies, provision of dedicated 
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space for Elders ...” 

“… NexGen is in the process of negotiating Benefit Agreements 
with Indigenous Groups in the LSA … [a]lthough details of these 
agreements are confidential and have not been finalized for all 
Indigenous Groups, they are premised on commitments including 
proactively engaging with local communities; supporting the 
economic participation of affected communities; seeking to provide 
opportunities resulting in sustainable, lasing benefits to local 
communities beyond the Project lifespan; and providing clear 
information to those who have a direct interest in the Project. 
Implementation of items agreed to in Benefit Agreements is also 
expected to reduce adverse effects and enhance beneficial effects 
on community well-being.” 

“… it is expected that support in the Benefit Agreements and the 
Community Vitality Monitoring Partnership Program (CVMPP) would 
work towards minimizing residual cumulative effects. The CVMPP is 
a multi-stakeholder group that includes mine operators, health 
authorities, and the provincial government that completes or 
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commissions research on topics related to quality of life in northern 
Saskatchewan at a regional scale ...” 

Figure 19.1-3 Community Well-Being elements  

“The assessment of effects on community well-being relies on 
inputs from Indigenous land and resource use … Other Land and 
Resource Use … and the economy. Results from the assessment of 
community well-being do not provide inputs to other EIS sections.” 

“Comments submitted by Indigenous Groups on the Project 
Description … were also reviewed for applicable Indigenous and 
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Local Knowledge.” 

Table 19.2-1 Measurement Indicators, Supporting Indicators, and 
Factors Considered 

Health well-being row 

“A Joint Working Group session in 2020 was specifically developed 
to discuss community definitions of well-being, the factors that both 
contribute to and detract from well-being, and how participants felt 
the proposed Project might interact with these factors.” 
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“An LGBTQ2S+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or 
Questioning, and Two-Spirit plus) workshop was postponed … and 
later cancelled based on the change in participants' willingness to 
participate, which was respected.” 

“NexGen has demonstrated a commitment to working with LSA 
Indigenous Groups and communities to realize the potential socio-
economic benefits the Project would provide.” 

“The Buffalo Narrows population is predominantly Métis (i.e., 
80.2%) with some First Nations (i.e., 19.8%).” 
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La Loche and Buffalo Narrows are described in this subsection 
because Métis are the majority population of the various groups (i.e., 
50.0% in La Loche and 65.8% in Buffalo Narrows

Table 19.4-1 Effects Pathways for Community well-being24 

Environmental Design Features, Mitigation, and Enhancements 
column: 

"CWB-01 ... 

 Provide dedicated space for Elders to be available to 
support employees to assist with employee retention. … 

 Implement items as agreed to in the Benefit Agreements 
related to culture and traditional values. … 

 Establish an Implementation Committee to provide a forum 
for regular communication and information exchange 
between NexGen and communities for effective 
management of the Benefit Agreement Commitments and 
for early resolution of issues and/or disputes that may arise. 
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… 

CWB-03 … 

 Implement provisions of Benefit Agreements related to 
culture, traditional values, employment, training and 
economic development, and including: 

 funding and human resources …" 

Table 19.4-1 Effects Pathways for Community well-being25 

Environmental Design Features, Mitigation, and Enhancements 
column: 

“CBW-03 …. 

 Work with local Indigenous Groups and communities to 
develop fishing policies that consider both fisheries 
protection and traditional use activities.” 
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“Currently, NexGen is negotiating a Benefit Agreement with the 
MN-S … [t]he Benefit Agreements stipulate that NexGen and each 
primary Indigenous Group would, among other things …” 

“In addition to the commitments under the Benefit Agreements, 
NexGen is committed to: 

 providing dedicated space for Elders to be available to 
support employees and assist with employee retention; …” 
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“Benefit Agreements include payments to primary Indigenous 
Groups based on revenue generated throughout the life of the 
Project.” 

“Related to cultural continuity, after mitigation, it is anticipated that 
access restrictions and avoidance of areas near the Project would 
have an adverse effect on the well-being of some land users. Access 
would be restricted only within the maximum disturbance footprint 
past the gatehouse, thought perceptions of the Project effects could 
extend across a broader area. ... The effect on cultural continuity 
would be limited to site-specific knowledge that may not be shared 
among generations and the loss of which may not be replaced.“ 

“If uses in proximity to the Project footprint continue and are 
encouraged through Construction and Operation, the duration of 
avoidance may be reduced.” 
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“After Closure, effects on cultural continuity would likely be 
reversible as users start frequenting the area again.” 

"Changes to cultural continuity would likely extend past the lifespan 
of the Project and last for at least one generation during the overlap 
of the Projects (i.e., approximately 25 years) as knowledge 
transmission is intergenerational and restricted access or avoidance 
would disrupt the change of knowledge transfer until the area is 
used again." 

“The Benefit Agreement would provide cultural supports that 
contribute to cultural continuity.” 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 137 

“In the Application Case, residual effects due to access restrictions 
and avoidance of areas near the Project and the worker rotation 
system are expected to be negative and negligible to small in 
magnitude.” 

“… while effects on social adaptability from the worker rotation 
system, and changes in demand for community infrastructure and 
services are expected to range from periodic to continuous …” 
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“… NexGen has committed in the Benefit Agreements with each 
primary Indigenous Group to establish an Implementation 
Committee … [that] would be task with the responsibility of 
facilitating an effective ongoing working relationship and 
confirming that all commitments made within the Benefit 
Agreements are realized.” 

“For both the Application and the RFD Case, the residual effects are 
predicted to be not significant to the community well-being VC. … 
The Project is anticipated to cause incremental and cumulative 
effects on community well-being.”  

When all the well-being elements are considered together, the 
Project is anticipated to result in a beneficial outcome for the LSA, 
particularly if mitigation and enhancement are implemented 
effectively. 

“… incremental and cumulative effects on community well-being … 
changes to cultural continuity from access restriction, social 
adaptability from the inclusion of the worker rotation system, and 
subsequent changes in demand for community infrastructure …” 
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2.17.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.18 ACCIDENTS AND MALFUNCTIONS (SECTION 21) 

2.18.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The process taken to identify transportation hazard scenarios 
considered the potential for the release of chemical or radiological 
constituents to the aquatic, terrestrial, and atmospheric 
environments.” 

“Six hazard scenarios were selected as bounding scenarios for more 
detailed risk analysis.” 
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“After the detailed risk analysis was complete, the resultant risk level 
rating was assessed to be Low for all scenarios except for the 
transportation accident scenario involving a vehicle-pedestrian 
collision, which was deemed to be a Moderate risk. The Moderate 
risk scenario was deemed to represent a tolerable level of risk in 
consideration of proposed safeguards that reduce the risk level to 
ALARP.” 

“For the purpose of this assessment, the transportation route for the 
Project encompasses defined sections of Saskatchewan provincial 
Highway 955 and Highway 155 …” 

Section title “Incorporation of Indigenous and Local Knowledge” 
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“Based on a review of Project-related information, the following key 
Project components and activities were identified that form the 
basis of consideration for the identification of potential hazard 
scenarios: [bullet list] …” 

“process plant buildings”

“Based on the results of the initial screening process undertaken to 
identify hazard scenarios …. a subset of the identified scenarios was 
selected as the focus of the detailed risk analysis. These hazard 
scenarios represented the bounding scenarios considered in the 
accidents and malfunctions assessment.” 

Table 21.6-1 Summary of Hazard Scenario Identification Results 

“System, process plant buildings”
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Table 21.6-2 Bounding Scenarios Considered in the Accidents and 
Malfunctions Assessment and Associated Mitigations 

Bounding Scenarios 1, 2, and 3 

“With implementation of environmental design features and 
mitigation, and in consideration of the assessed probability for this 
accident scenario, the likelihood was assessed as highly unlikely.” 

“[r]isks associated with release of uranium 
concentrate to the surface water environment due to a traffic accident 
at the Clearwater River bridge crossing location would be managed 
through design criteria and management controls related to the 
access road ...”

“With implementation of environmental design features and 
mitigation, and in consideration of the assessed probability for this 
accident scenario, the likelihood was assessed as highly unlikely." 

“[r]isks associated with a potential release of fuel or other 
hazardous chemical to the surface water environment would be 
managed through design criteria and management controls related 
to the access road ...”
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“These weather conditions included a worst-case condition, which 
assumed peak wind speeds and worst-case conditions for 
dispersion of released materials, and a typical weather condition, 
which assumed average wind speeds and average conditions for 
dispersion of released materials.” 

“In the event of a maximum release of up to 14.9 m³, the released 
tailings would flow north, away from the solvent extraction and 
process plant.” 

2.18.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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2.19 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS OF THE ENVIRONMENT ON THE PROJECT 
(SECTION 22) 

2.19.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

"The assessment of potential effects of the environment on the 
Project includes identification of natural hazards deemed to have 
reasonably possible consequences for the proposed Project, and 
the mitigation measures that would be implemented to reduce or 
eliminate potential risks." 
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"NexGen's objectives of risk management are to reduce all health, 
safety, and environmental risks to acceptable levels and to keep 
radiological exposures to workers and the environment as low as 
reasonably achievable." 

"NexGen's objectives of risk management are to reduce all health, 
safety, and environmental risks to acceptable levels and to keep 
radiological exposures to workers and the environment as low as 
reasonably achievable." 

"Adaptive management may be used to reduce the uncertainty 
associated with hazards or risks when systems are highly dynamic 
and when there are gaps in information or understanding, 
opportunities to learn and gain new information, and opportunities 
to adjust activities or practices to realize improvements." 
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"Indigenous and Local Knowledge included in the assessment of 
effects of the environment on the Project was shared by potentially 
affected First Nations and Métis Groups (collectively referred to as 
Indigenous Groups) and local priority area (LPA) community 
members through the Project engagement process." 

"The leadership of each Indigenous Group selected their Joint 
Working Group participants with consideration of group diversity; 
where possible, members included Elders, youth, different genders, 
a range of ages, and land users around Patterson Lake." 

"Indigenous and Local Knowledge related to effects of the 
environment on the Project was incorporated into the assessment 
by viewing the information as complementary and influential 
alongside scientific information." 
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"Issues, concerns, and comments received during community 
engagement and Joint Working Group meetings as well as 
information from Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional Land Use 
Studies were considered in the design of the Project, and included 
topics such as potential effects of changing climatic conditions and 
extreme events (e.g., fire and flooding), as well as potential 
mitigation options." 

"Many of the comments from Indigenous Groups were based on the 
effects of changes in the environment on wildlife and terrestrial 
ecology, as well as disturbance to cultural sites (i.e., cabins), which 
they have observed in the recent past in comparison to how things 
used to be based on their historical knowledge of their traditional 
territory." 

"Natural hazards that have the potential to cause adverse effects on 
the Project include the following: 

- wildfire; 

- drought; 

- major precipitation events; 

- severe snowstorms; 

- tornado/severe thunderstorms; 

- extreme temperatures; and 

- seismic events." 
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"Likelihood and consequence were estimated based on industry 
and operational experience, Project-specific conditions, and the 
knowledge base of the Project team." 

"It is worth noting that some members of Indigenous Groups have 
observed and experienced the effects of climate change on the 
environment, including shifts in ecology, weather, and natural 
cycles, and changes in the distribution and abundance of wildlife 
populations and vegetation, which has affected their ability to 
practice traditional activities across their territories (TSD II: BNDN; 
TSD III BRDN; TSD IV: MN-S; TSD V.1: CRDN; TSD V.2: CRDN; TSD 
VI: YNLR)." 

"Given that climate change is occurring but there remains 
uncertainty in the future projections of climate change, NexGen 
would consider climate risks as a part of the continual improvement 
process, as outlined in TSD XXII, Climate Adaptation Framework." 

"Indigenous Groups have also reported that increasing wildfires in 
northern Saskatchewan, in addition to the Government of 
Saskatchewan’s forest fire response policy in remote areas have led 
to the destruction of several cabins and productive harvesting areas 
that community members depend on (TSD III BRDN; TSD IV:MN-S; 
TSD V.1: CRDN; TSD V.2: CRDN)." 
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"A fire protection system, consisting of lake intake, fresh water 
pumps, break tanks, and fire protection pumps strategically spaced 
around the Project site, would be on site to provide water for 
firefighting purposes. The 

fire protection system would meet the fire water demand for 
firefighting purposes for a duration of two hours as per the National 
Fire Protection Agency requirements (NFPA 2020)." 

"Combined with the likelihood of Likely, the consequence for 
danger to worker safety due to smoke inhalation is assessed as 
Minor, and the risk level is evaluated as Low." 

Entire Section. 

Entire section 

"Water management planning would be undertaken using a risk-
based approach considering both routine and non-routine Project 
conditions and would be periodically re-evaluated throughout the 
Project lifespan to optimize water usage." 

"During Construction and Operations, there would be an increase 
of water being returned to Patterson Lake (i.e., with more water 
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being released to Patterson Lake than being withdrawn). This 
increase is on account of collecting and treating groundwater 
recovered from the underground mine workings." 

"During Construction and Operations, a Preliminary 
Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan would be developed 
updated at least every five years to reflect changing site-specific 
conditions. Prior to transitioning to Closure, a Detailed 
Decommissioning and Reclamation Plan would be developed to 
reflect mitigations necessary to avoid and limit the effects of 
drought on revegetation efforts, as required." 

"Native, drought-resistant vegetation species would be used for 
reclamation; however, drought conditions may still affect the 
successful establishment of some vegetation used in reclamation of 
the site, particularly if the drought corresponds to an immature 
standing crop." 

'"The Project would be fully contained the competent crystalline 
basement rocks." 
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"The likelihood of a major precipitation event causing a mine inflow 
is assessed as Unlikely. Combined with the consequence being 
assessed as Moderate, the risk level was evaluated as Low." 

TT-01: Tornado Damage 

“Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder) has developed this detailed 
climate change dataset based on recent best guidance found in 
literature, including best guidance accepted by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).” 

"The uncertainty associated with any projections or forecasts is 
increased with the duration of the projected period and is subject 
to future developments; therefore, this work should be updated as 
new climate science is developed and after the release of 
downscaled climate projections from ClimateData.ca for the area of 
the Project following the AR6 by the IPCC (2021)." 

"With no suitable observations available for the area of the Project, 
reanalysis data were selected to represent the current climate 
conditions over the same period as the modelled baseline (1981 to 
2019)." 
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2.19.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 "Indigenous and Local Knowledge related to effects of 
the environment on the Project was incorporated into the assessment by viewing the 
information as complementary and influential alongside scientific information" 
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2.20 SUMMARY OF MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND FOLLOW-UP PROGRAMS 
(SECTION 23) 

2.20.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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“… with the goal of disclosing information …” 

“... a grievance mechanism …” 

“… Integrated Management System (IMS) Manual …” 

“… Integrated Management System (IMS) Manual …” 

“The mitigation measure effectiveness is categorized as high, 
medium, …” 

“NexGen is committed to continue engagement …” 
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“The socio-economic framework will be enhanced through the 
establishment of formal Benefit Agreements …” 

2.20.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

2.21 CONCLUSIONS (SECTION 24) 

2.21.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

3 TSD I: INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT REPORT 

3.1 SCOPE OF ENGAGEMENT (SECTION 4) 

3.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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“Traditional Foods study” 

3.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.2 INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT CONDUCTED (SECTION 5) 

3.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Table 5 Summary of Key Engagement Activities with the Métis 
Nation – Saskatchewan 

All content  

3.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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3.3 FEEDBACK RECEIVED (SECTION 6) 

3.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

All content of section 

Table 12 Summary of Issues Identified by the Métis Nation – 
Saskatchewan 

"Proper use of Métis Knowledge while protecting intellectual 
property rights and confidentiality" 

3.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.4 INDIGENOUS GROUP ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES (APPENDIX B) 

3.4.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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Table B-2 Métis Nation – Saskatchewan 

All content 

3.4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

3.5 SUMMARY OF ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY INDIGENOUS GROUPS (APPENDIX C) 

3.5.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Table C-2 Summary of Issues Identified by Métis Nation – 
Saskatchewan 

All content 

3.5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

4 TSD XVIII: SITE-WIDE WATER BALANCE AND WATER QUALITY 
MODELLING REPORT 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 161 

4.1 FULL REPORT 

5 TSD XX: DOWNSTREAM USE AND IMPACT STUDY FOR PROPOSED 
TREATED SEWAGE DISCHARGE REPORT 

5.1 FULL REPORT 

6 TSD XXI: ENVIRONMENTAL RISK ASSESSMENT 

6.1 FULL REPORT 

7 ANNEX V AQUATIC BASELINE ROAD MAP 

7.1 FULL REPORT 

8 ANNEX V.1 AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT BASELINE REPORT 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 162 

8.1 FISH AND FISH HABITAT (SECTION 9) 

8.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

8.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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9 ANNEX V.2 OVERWINTERING FISH HABITAT REPORT 

9.1 FULL REPORT 

10 ANNEXES VII VEGETATION BASELINE ROAD MAP  

10.1 VEGETATION BASELINE DOCUMENT MAP (SECTION 4) 

10.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Twenty-eight plant species or groups of plant species plant species 
[sic] were identified as traditional plant species used for food, 
medicinal, ceremonial, or other purposes within the IKTLU Studies, of 
which 34 species or genera [sic] potentially identified traditional use 
plant species were observed during the baseline surveys.

10.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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11 ANNEX VII.1 VEGETATION BASELINE REPORT 1 (MAPPING) 

11.1 STUDY AREAS (SECTION 2) 

11.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“large areas 
of bogs and peatlands”

“The landforms in these areas are more representative of Boreal 
Shield landforms than Boreal Plain landforms. Typically, the Boreal 
Plain usually contains more clay-sized materials and has a more 
diverse mineralogy”.  

11.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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11.2 ECOSITE MAPPING (SECTION 5) 

11.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“vegetation/ecosite characterization 
survey” “ground control points”

Lacking information on how soil characteristics—including 
characterization of moisture and nutrient regimes—were 
incorporated within Project-specific ecosite mapping and field 
verification. 

“The regenerating land cover types less than 40 years old that did not 
match any of the ecosites described by McLaughlan et al. (2010) …”



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 166 

“The accuracy level is due to McLaughlan et al. (2010) not describing 
forest types under 40 years of age in their ecosite classification 
system”

11.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

11.3 ECOSITE CHARACTERIZATION, STRUCTURAL DIVERSITY, AND SPECIES 
RICHNESS (SECTION 6) 

11.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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11.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

12 ANNEX VII.2 VEGETATION BASELINE REPORT 2 (INVENTORY, RARE 
PLANTS, AND WETLANDS) 

12.1 INTRODUCTION (SECTION 1) 

12.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The SSA consisted of an area 25 square kilometres (km2) (5 km x 5 
km) encompassing the entire proposed Project footprint, whereas 
the LSA consisted of an area 225 km2 (15 km x 15 km) surrounding 
and including the SSA (Figure 1.2-1).” 

“The SSA area was where effects (i.e., total area subject to 
vegetation and soil disturbance, which may have direct and indirect 
effects on vegetation and wildlife) are expected to occur on the 
terrestrial environment (GS 2014). The LSA included the area 
surrounding the SSA where there is reasonable potential of direct 
and/or indirect effects on the terrestrial environment from the 
Project activities on potential VCs resulting from existing and 
planned activities (CanNorth 2010; GS 2014; IAAC 2019).” 
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12.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

12.2 VEGETATION INVENTORY AND RARE PLANT SURVEY (SECTION 3) 

12.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

12.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

12.3 WETLAND CLASSIFICATION (SECTION 4) 

12.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 169 

“A legend defining the boreal wetland classifications and their sub-
categories is presented in Appendix A, Table 5.” 

12.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

13 ANNEX VIII.1 WILDLIFE BASELINE REPORT 1 (MAMMALS, 
WATERFOWL, AND RAPTORS) 

13.1 STUDY OBJECTIVES (SECTION2) 

13.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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“Both LSA and RSA boundaries are of an appropriate size and 
location for the inventory and assessment of both local and regional 
effects on vegetation and wildlife from existing and planned 
activities.” 

13.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

13.2 WINTER TRACK COUNT SURVEY (SECTION 4) 

13.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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Figure 4.3-1 Winter Tracking Survey Transects 

13.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

13.3 WINTER BACKTRAILING SURVEY (SECTION 5) 

13.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

13.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 172 

 

13.4 SPRING UNGULATE PELLET GROUP/BROWSE AVAILABILITY SURVEY 
(SECTION 6) 

13.4.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

13.4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

13.5 SMALL MAMMAL TRAPPING SURVEY AND TISSUE ANALYSIS (SECTION 7) 

13.5.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Figure 7.3-1 Small Mammal Trapping Transects 

Table 7.3-1 Small Mammal Captures per Transect in the LSA and 
Reference Sites – September 2018 
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13.5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

13.6 SEMI AQUATIC FURBEARING MAMMAL SHORELINE SURVEY (SECTION 8) 

13.6.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Figure 8.3-1 Semi-aquatic Furbearer Shoreline Survey Locations 

Table 8.3-1: Semi-Aquatic Furbearer Shoreline Survey 
Observations–September 2018 

13.6.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

13.7 AERIAL WATERFOWL AND RAPTOR STICK NEST SURVEY (SECTION 9) 

13.7.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“… areas were surveyed … at the maximum altitude that allowed for 
identification of avian species …” 
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13.7.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

14 ANNEX VIII.2 WILDLIFE BASELINE REPORT 2 (AMPHIBIANS, BIRDS, 
AND BATS) 

14.1 INTRODUCTION (SECTION 1) 

14.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Figure 1.2-1: Overview of the Site Study Area and Local Study Area 
Sampled for Wildlife Baseline Studies, 2018 

14.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 
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14.2 CONSERVATION DATABASE SEARCH AND EXISTING INFORMATION 
(SECTION 2) 

14.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“Habitat potential for 
this species is classified as moderate to high throughout the majority 
of the SSA and LSA.”

14.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

14.3 COMMON NIGHTHAWK SURVEYS (SECTION 5) 

14.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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Table 5.3-1 Results of the Common Nighthawk Surveys, June 2018 

14.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

14.4 BAT SURVEYS (SECTION 8) 

14.4.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“Collection and analysis of recordings was conducted in accordance 
with … the Wildlife Guidelines for Alberta Wind Energy Projects (GA 
2011).” 

Figure 8.2-1 Bat Detector Locations, May to October 2018 
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14.4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

15 ANNEX VIII.3 WILDLIFE BASELINE REPORT 3 (BIRD MIGRATION AND 
BATS) 

15.1 INTRODUCTION (SECTION 1) 

15.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“The objective of the 2020 surveys was to supplement baseline 
data, following recommendations in … the Wildlife Guidelines for 
Alberta Wind Energy Projects (GA 2011).” 

15.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

15.2 AVIAN MIGRATION SURVEYS (SECTION 2) 

15.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 
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“Passage migration surveys followed standard guidance and 
methods for migration surveys for renewable wind energy projects 
…” 

15.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

15.3 BAT SURVEYS (SECTION3) 

15.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

Figure 3.2-1 Location of Bat Detectors 

15.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

16 ANNEX X SOCIO-ECONOMIC BASELINE REPORT 
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16.1 INTRODUCTION (SECTION 1) 

16.1.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“… NexGen has engaged regularly and established relationships 
with local First Nation and Métis Groups (collectively referred to as 
Indigenous Groups), specifically those closest and with greatest 
access to the Project.” 

“… incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge throughout the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) process …” 

“This report presents a detailed account of the socio-economic 
environment present in the potentially affected Denesuline (Dene) 
First Nations and Métis Groups (collectively referred to as 
Indigenous Groups) and communities.” 



NEXGEN ROOK I PROJECT DRAFT EIS REVIEW: MN-S WRITTEN INTERVENTION      PAGE | 180 

16.1.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

16.2 METHODS (SECTION 4) 

16.2.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“For some socio-economic conditions, there is no data available for 
these communities, in which case, the 'other LSA communities' sub-
section was omitted.” 

“Other sources included community information sessions and 
workshops with youth and trappers to provide additional 
information and confirm the accuracy of secondary data (i.e., 
verification and triangulation).” 
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“Three Joint Working Group sessions … were specifically 
conducted … to discuss community definitions of well-being, 
including the factors that both contribute to and detract from well-
being, and how participants felt the Project might interact with 
these factors.” 

“Quality assurance and quality control measures were employed 
throughout the data collection, analysis, and reporting process.” 

16.2.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

16.3 CONTEXT (SECTION 5) 

16.3.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

General comment regarding content. 
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“The MLTC is the tribal council for nine First Nations, including the 
CRDN, BNDN, and BRDN." 

16.3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

16.4 EXISTING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS (SECTION 6) 

16.4.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“Major proposed projects in the RSA include the following …: 

Dennison Mines Corp. … the proponent is expected to enter the 
construction phase in 2022 … 

Rabbit Lake Tailings Management Facility Expansion Project … in 
February 2022 announced that it would restart operations amid 
uranium price gains ... 

Highway 914 All-Weather Road ... The project is expected to take 
approximately three years to complete and will connect Highway 
905 and 914 …” 
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“Updated weight restrictions for specific vehicles travelling on 
primary or secondary highways can be found by contacting the 
Saskatchewan Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure ...” 

“Participation in the labour force is higher for males (i.e., 36.7%) 
than females (i.e., 30.4%) … 

The unemployment rate in the community is higher for males than 
females with a widening different; 14.0% difference in 2016 
compared to 10.8% in 2006.” 

“Around 19.1% of the Buffalo Narrows population aged 15 and over 
has completed high school as their highest level of education, lower 
than the Indigenous provincial average (i.e., 28.2%) and only slightly 
lower than the RSA average (i.e., 20.1%).” 
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16.4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

 

16.5 SUMMARY OF RESULTS (SECTION 7) 

16.5.1 AREAS OF CONCERN 

“Joint Working Group participants indicated that the standards for 
highs [sic] school certificates have been lowered, meaning 
graduates may not qualify for Grade 12 proficiency ...” 

“Benefit Agreements have been developed and are being 
negotiated to define environmental, cultural, economic, training, 
employment, and business opportunities and other benefits to be 
provided to the primary Indigenous Groups by NexGen and to 
confirm the consent and support of those groups for the Project.” 
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16.5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 



 

Draft MN-S Joint Working Group Process – May 5, 2021 
 

OVERVIEW OF JOINT WORKING GROUP PROCESS 
Métis Nation of Saskatchewan (MN-S) sees the Joint Working Group as contributing to MN-S’ meaningful 

and substantive participation in the Environmental Assessment for the Rook I Project. Meaningful and 

substantive participation includes: 

• Recognition that MN-S leadership, not merely MN-S Citizens, must be involved at all points in the 

Joint Working Group process.  

• Appropriate and fulsome technical support for MN-S leadership to understand Project effects and 

mitigation measures, and to fully participate in conversations on technical topics. 

• Incorporation of MN-S feedback at all stages of the Environmental Assessment, especially before 

the Environmental Impact Statement is submitted to government. 

• Supporting activities with MN-S Citizens that allow leadership to collect Citizens’ perceptions, 

concerns, and suggestions. MN-S expects to organize and host meetings with its own Citizens that 

contribute to Project-related consultation. 

Every two months is as frequently as MN-S can reasonably meet with NexGen, given the large volume of 

requests for engagement that MN-S receives from a variety of proponents. The schedule that follows 

shows the full range of topics related to the Environmental Assessment on which MN-S expects to be 

involved.
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Table 1. Métis Nation of Saskatchewan (MN-S) Joint Working Group (JWG) Process for 2021-2022 

The proposed process is tentative, based on the information available as of April 2021. Changes to topics, and frequency of meetings, would be 

agreed on in advance with MN-S. 

Topic MN-S Participants 

Suggested NexGen or 

Other Participants 

Materials and Information 

Provided by NexGen in 

Advance of the Meeting 

Conceptual 

Timeframe 

Notes 

Clearing past 

Action Items 

Clarification of 

Consultation 

protocols and 

parameters 

Project re-

introduction and 

overview – Project 

Description  

MNS Duty to Consult 

Team 

MNS NR II leadership 

MNS Technical 

Consultants 

NexGen Consultation 

Team 

Appropriate members of 

NexGen’s engineering 

team that could speak to 

the Project Description 

Minutes of past JWG meetings 

(previously shared with MN-S 

and available to both groups) 

 

Project Description that forms 

the basis of the EIS 

Mid- or late 

June 2021 

June start date 

allows election 

period to pass, 

and for new 

officials to 

receive their 

portfolios 

Valued 

Components (VCs) 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS NR II leadership 

None 

CNSC and MOE invited to 

a half-day follow-up 

None Timing TBD 

2021-20221 

Meeting 

facilitated by 

MN-S 

 

1 Timing of VC scoping activity proposed to be tied to existing MN-S meetings:  

1) An Elders’ gathering, proposed for October 2021, with a possibly delay to February 2022 due to Covid-19 conditions, as Elders prefer an in-

person meeting.  

2) A harvesting symposium, tentatively scheduled for September or October 2021. The harvesting symposium could be in person or virtual, again 

depending on public health guidance. 



 

3 
 

Topic MN-S Participants 

Suggested NexGen or 

Other Participants 

Materials and Information 

Provided by NexGen in 

Advance of the Meeting 

Conceptual 

Timeframe 

Notes 

Scoping – full-day 

workshop 

Meeting with MN-S NR II 

Citizens, especially Elders 

MNS Technical 

Consultants 

meeting, to be notified 

about the outcomes of 

the full-day Citizens’ 

meeting 

MN-S to share notes and 

minutes with NexGen as a 

courtesy. 

Full-day 

meeting(s) 

(Citizens) 

Half-day 

follow-up 

meeting   

Additional TLUS Data Collection Begins 

Original TLUS was Phase 1 

Defining a Phase 2 of improvements to TLUS (for NexGen’s EIS) 

Creating a Phase 3 of TLUS (of sustained use and value for NR II) 

Geology, 

landforms, soils, 

air quality, surface 

and groundwater 

quality and 

quantity 

(Baseline, effects, 

mitigations, 

significance 

determination)  

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

MNS Technical 

Consultants related to: 

Geology, landforms, 

soils, air quality, surface 

and groundwater quality 

and quantity  

NexGen Consultation 

Team 

NexGen consultants 

related to: 

Geology, landforms, 

soils, air quality, surface 

and groundwater quality 

and quantity 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

Drafts of baseline reports, VC 

chapters, and other discipline-

relevant documents would be 

shared with MNS one month in 

advance of the meeting. 

Plain-language executive 

summaries of drafts are 

expected to accompany the full 

drafts. 

October 

2021 
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Topic MN-S Participants 

Suggested NexGen or 

Other Participants 

Materials and Information 

Provided by NexGen in 

Advance of the Meeting 

Conceptual 

Timeframe 

Notes 

Vegetation and 

wetlands, fish and 

fish habitat 

(including 

benthics), wildlife 

(including birds) 

(Baseline, effects, 

mitigations, 

significance 

determination)  

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

 

MNS Technical 

Consultants related to: 

Vegetation and 

wetlands, fish and fish 

habitat (including 

benthics), wildlife 

(including birds) 

NexGen Consultation 

Team 

NexGen consultants 

related to: 

Vegetation and 

wetlands, fish and fish 

habitat (including 

benthics), wildlife 

(including birds) 

 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

Drafts of baseline reports, VC 

chapters, and other discipline-

relevant documents would be 

shared with MNS one month in 

advance of the meeting. 

Plain-language executive 

summaries of drafts are 

expected to accompany the full 

drafts. 

December 

2021 

 

Socioeconomics, 

Land and Resource 

Use, Current Use 

of Lands and 

Resources for 

Traditional 

Purposes, Human 

Health, Heritage, 

and Effects to 

Treaty Rights (as 

per CEAA 2012) 

(Baseline, effects, 

mitigations, 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

MNS Technical 

Consultants related to: 

Socioeconomics, Land 

and Resource Use, 

Current Use of Lands and 

Resources for Traditional 

Purposes, Human 

Health, and Heritage 

NexGen Consultation 

Team 

NexGen consultants 

related to: 

Socioeconomics, Land 

and Resource Use, 

Current Use of Lands and 

Resources for Traditional 

Purposes, Human Health, 

and Heritage 

 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

Drafts of baseline reports, VC 

chapters, and other discipline-

relevant documents would be 

shared with MNS one month in 

advance of the meeting. 

Plain-language executive 

summaries of baseline drafts 

expected to accompany the full 

drafts. 

February 

2022 
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Topic MN-S Participants 

Suggested NexGen or 

Other Participants 

Materials and Information 

Provided by NexGen in 

Advance of the Meeting 

Conceptual 

Timeframe 

Notes 

significance 

determination) 

Overview of 

Project 

interactions and 

effects 

Effects of 

Environment on 

the Project, 

Accidents and 

Malfunctions (as 

per CEAA 2012) 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

 

NexGen Consultation 

team 

EA project manager 

Engineering team 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

Summary of Project 

interactions and effects 

(extracted from EIS) 

Effects of Environment on the 

Project, Accidents and 

Malfunctions chapters of the 

EIS 

April 2022  

Key Project 

interactions and 

effects and design-

related mitigations 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

Technical participation 

TBD based on the 

previous meeting 

NexGen Consultation 

team 

EA project manager 

Technical participation 

TBD based on the 

previous meeting 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

Detail on Project interactions  

June 2022  

Overview of 

Mitigations and 

Accommodations 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

 

NexGen Consultation 

team 

EA project manager 

 

Issues tracking and action log 

revisited at beginning of 

meeting. 

August 2022  
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Topic MN-S Participants 

Suggested NexGen or 

Other Participants 

Materials and Information 

Provided by NexGen in 

Advance of the Meeting 

Conceptual 

Timeframe 

Notes 

Summary of key mitigations 

and accommodations 

Key Mitigation and 

Accommodation 

Measures, 

including 

significance 

determination for 

residual effects 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

Technical participation 

TBD based on which VCs 

have effects and 

mitigation measures of 

significance 

NexGen Consultation 

team 

EA project manager 

Technical participation 

TBD based on which VCs 

have effects and 

mitigation measures of 

significance 

More detailed materials on 

mitigations and 

accommodations, as identified 

during August 2022 meeting 

October 

2022 

 

Cumulative Effects 

Monitoring and 

Evaluation 

MN-S Duty to Consult 

team 

MNS Region II leadership 

Technical participation 

TBD 

NexGen Consultation 

team 

EA project manager 

Technical participation 

TBD 

Cumulative effects drafts 

(extracted from EIS) 

December 

2022 
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