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Environmental Health Program (EHP), Atlantic Region
Regulatory Operations and Enforcement Branch (ROEB)
1505 Barrington Street, Suite 1625

Halifax, NS B3J 3Y6

Lachlan MacLean Sept. 13, 2022
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC)

200 - 1801 Hollis St.

Halifax, NS B3J 3N4

Sent by e-mail to: Lachlan.Maclean@iaac-aeic.gc.ca and boatharbour@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Subject: Health Canada’s Technical Review of the Proponent’s Responses to the Round
Two (Part One) Information Requirements for the Boat Harbour Remediation Project

Dear Lachlan MacLean:

Thank you for your email dated August 3, 2022 requesting Health Canada’s technical review of
the proponent’s responses to the Round Two (Part One) Information Requirements (IRs) issued
by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) on April 5, 2022 for the Boat Harbour
Remediation Project (BHRP). Health Canada is participating in the environmental assessment
process as a Federal Authority under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012.

Health Canada has reviewed the proponent’s responses to IRs IAAC-33, 35, 36, 37,
40/41/49/50/52, 42/43, 50, 44, 45, 48, 53, 57, 54b/56/58, 60, 62/63/65, 64, and 1/61 and
provided detailed technical comments for IAAC’s consideration in the attached table. In
summary, Health Canada identified the following main issues in the proponent’s responses:

o Site Specific Target Level (SSTL) calculations do not include all operable exposure
pathways for the site, resulting in SSTLs that may not be protective of human health;

¢ [nsufficient information to justify the use of intermediate/sub-chronic Toxicological
Reference Values (TRVs) or Minimal Risk Levels (MRLs) in the SSTL calculations,
which may underestimate site exposure and result in SSTLs that may not be protective
of human health;

¢ Insufficient rationale to support the representativeness of plant species collected from
the reference wetland to establish background concentrations;

¢ Insufficient rationale to support the exclusion of human consumption of terrestrial game
mammals as an operable exposure pathway and insufficient information on post-
remediation monitoring of game mammals;
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¢ Insufficient information on potential health risks from the resuspension of contaminated
sediments remaining in the freshwater wetlands and estuary through the ‘suspended
sediment in the surface water exposure pathway’ and ‘country food exposure pathway’
in Boat Harbour and out in the Northumberland Strait;

¢ Insufficient information to confirm whether concentrations of Contaminants of Potential
Concern (COPCs) in effluent discharged during remediation activities would be
protective of human health through the recreational water pathway;

¢ Insufficient noise modelling, including missing information on sound level measures (Ld,
Ln and LAmax) and sound measures for the “project+baseline” scenario required to
appropriately evaluate noise impacts, including noise impacts on sleep;

¢ Insufficient post-remediation monitoring plan for groundwater;

¢ Air quality modelling may not accurately reflect project emissions, because modelling did
not account for truck use hauling waste to the containment cell; or, changes to the daily
use and operation of trucks (i.e., from 24 to 12 hours per day);

¢ Insufficient rationale/information to support the conclusion that COPCs in fish and
shellfish from the Study Area and Northumberland Strait do not pose human health
concerns now or in the future, and inform decisions on monitoring of aquatic country
foods.

Should you have any questions regarding Health Canada’s comments, please contact the
undersigned.

Sincerely,

<Original signed by>

Chantal Roberge
National Director, Environmental Health Programs,
Regulatory Operations and Enforcement Branch (ROEB), Health Canada

cc:
Kathleen Buset, Director, Chemicals and Environmental Health Management Bureau,
Healthy Environments and Consumer Safety Branch (HECSB), Health Canada
Beverly Ramos-Casey, A/Atlantic Regional Manager, EHP, ROEB, Health Canada
Heather Jones-Otazo, A/Manager, Environmental Assessment and Contaminated Sites
(EACS) Division, HECSB, Health Canada
Ninon Lyrette, Senior Environmental Health Specialist, EACS, HECSB, Health Canada
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Ellen Chappell, Impact Assessment Specialist, EHP, ROEB, Health Canada

Attachment: Health Canada’s Technical Review of Additional Response to (April 5, 2022)
Information Requirements — Boat Harbour Remediation Project
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