
Nexwlelexwem/Bowen Island, January 30, 2023

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, MP
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change
House of Commons
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Compliance Promotion & Follow-up Team
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
160 Elgin Street, 22nd Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H3

Send by mail and email: ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca and submitted by web-form

Re: Proposed changes to Woodfibre LNG Project Decision Statement Conditions,
March 18, 2016 reissued March 7, 2018

Dear Minister: 

We are adding one last point regarding the proposed changes to the Decision
Statement Conditions, and in particular condition 3.8 and the calculation of the behaviourial
and injury thresholds of underwater noise for pinnipeds and cetaceans.

As we understand, the numbers for the thresholds were lifted right out of
Woodfibre LNG’s 2015 Environmental Assessment application, Section 5.19.  The methods
of calculating these thresholds were researched and developed by the US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and the Washington State Department of Transportation.
Also the actual modeling is not part of the application, but some formulas are. (Appendix.)

During the initial EA, BC EAO and later the IAAC had no problem accepting these US
legislated methods, although being from the US. The rational for acceptance was and still is:
“because there are currently no Canadian regulatory requirement or guidance regarding
underwater sound thresholds for injury or behavioural disturbance ro marine mammals.”1

That is in contrast with our experience, when we were working on making the case
that the proposed Once Through Cooling System for the Woodfibre LNG project should be
rejected based on US EPA research and legislation and California State research and
Legislation.  At the time there were also no Canadian regulatory requirements for this. 

1Draft Analysis of Proposed Changes to the Woodfibre LNG project Decision Statement Conditions, IAAC (2022
Nov) IAAC. 



But we heard from the proponent, their consultants, from DFO staff, B.C. politicians:
“that is US based once-through-cooling system legislation, the Woodfibre LNG  project is
proposed to be build in Canada.”

We say now: You cannot have your cake and eat it too. 

This example, and Woodfibre LNG ignoring the herring spawn data of third party -
which we only found out existed through the Woodfibre LNG EA application itself - shows
directly how arbitrary the Professional Reliance model used in B.C. and Canadian
environmental assessments, is. 

It seems that what serves the project will end up in the application, what doesn’t, is
left out. We also have no insight into the process of what is submitted by the consultants in
good faith and left out by the proponent, as this concerns client - consultant confidentiality. 

This does not make for reliable environmental assessments. There needs to be more
transparency. Obviously we need a far better act than the IAA is. 

Awaiting your reply, we remain.

Kind regards,

J.H. Anton van Walraven 

On behalf of Concerned Citizens Bowen
anton@ccbowen.ca 
www.ccbowen.ca

CC MOU:

-Nexwsxwníw*ntm ta Uìxwumixw, Chiefs and Council Squamish Nation
-Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
-Environmental Assessment Office of British Columbia

CC:

-The Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment of British Columbia

-Patrick Weiler, MP West Vancouver - Sunshine Coast - Sea to Sky Country

-Jordan Sturdy, MLA West Vancouver - Sea to Sky

-Mayor and Council, District of Squamish 

-Mayor and Council, District of West Vancouver

-Mayor and Council, Bowen Island

-Mayor and Council, Village of Lions Bay

-Ruth Simons, President and ED, Atl’Ka7tsem / Howe Sound Biosphere Region

-Tracey Saxby, My Sea to Sky

http://www.ccbowen.ca


Appendix WFLN section 5.19 - page 32 and 33




