
From: Julie Ziebart [<email address removed>]  
Sent: March 12, 2016 1:12 AM 
To: Pacific Northwest LNG / GNL Pacific Northwest (CEAA/ACEE) 
Cc: Trudeau, Justin: HOC; Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna; Minister of 
Finance, Bill Morneau; Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, Hunter Tootoo; 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Jody Wilson-Raybould; Minister of International 
Trade, Chrystia Freeland; Minister of National Defence, Harjit Sajjan; Minister of Natural Resources, Jim 
Carr; Minister of Sport and Persons with Disabilities; Garneau, Marc: HOC; Kelly Ziebart 
Subject: Letter of Support for Pacific Northwest LNG Project 
 
 
March 11, 2016 
  
Pacific NorthWest LNG Project 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
410-701 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia V7Y 1C6 
 
Dear Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency. 
  
Thank you for allowing me to voice my support for the Pacific Northwest LNG Project.  
 
I am a local partner of MNP LLP, which employs 25 people in Fort St. John.   Our business 
indirectly supports the natural gas industry. I am very familiar with Progress Energy who will 
produce the natural gas to be liquefied by Pacific NorthWest LNG. Progress Energy’s drilling 
activity is a major contributor to the local economy in northeast British Columbia. Without Pacific 
NorthWest LNG, Progress Energy’s drilling activity would slow significantly and that would 
negatively impact many businesses like ours.   
 
I want to see economic growth in northeast BC. I want our business to grow. I want to be able to 
hire more employees. Approving Pacific NorthWest LNG will help to make those goals a reality.  
 
I urge the Government of Canada to approve Pacific NorthWest LNG’s environmental 
certificate.  
   
Backgrounder and History 
• Natural gas (and oil) activities have been taking place in British Columbia since the first wells 
were drilled in the East Kootenay region 1905. 
• The Northeastern region of the province has been a focus of exploration and development 
since 1952 
• Since that time, the natural gas section has been an economic catalyst for the entire northeast 
region – for the communities like Dawson Creek, Fort St. John, Fort Nelson and more. 
• Some of the world’s most promising natural gas resource areas are found in northeast BC, 
including the Horn River Basin, the Montney Formation, the Cordova Embayment and the Liard 
Basin shale gas plays. 
• B.C.’s natural gas sector creates jobs, supports local businesses and sustains economic 
activity in our rural communities. 
o The Canadian Research Institute recently indicated natural gas developments in British 
Columbia supported 52,720 jobs in 2015 (includes direct, indirect and induced). 



• Economic benefits will only increase as BC’s prospects of export liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
move forward. The province already estimates industry has invested over $20 billion to further 
BC’s LNG opportunity – capital spent, in large part, in northeast B.C.’s exploration and 
production activities. 
• Example: Progress Energy Canada and their partners are investing $2 billion-plus annually, 
representing 4,000 sustainable jobs in upstream (exploration and production) development. 
  
Pacific Northwest LNG – Federal Interim Approach and Provincial EA Certificate 
• A B.C. Environmental Assessment Certificate was granted November 25, 2014. The 
assessment focused on provincial interests 
• Additional federal and provincial government permits and a federal EA are required. The 
federal assessment is in progress as you well know. 
• The federal draft assessment report and associated draft conditions were released by CEAA 
on February 10, 2016 for public and First Nations comment. 
• CEAA is seeking comments by March 11 on: the federal assessment report; and federally 
proposed conditions" 
• The provincial certificate includes eight legally-enforceable conditions. CEAA’s proposed 
Conditions are complementary to the provincial conditions. The EA Certificate includes a 
condition requiring a Greenhouse Gas Management Plan to address GHGs, and a condition 
requiring a Blasting Management Plan, a Pile Driving Management Plan, and an Environmental 
Monitoring Plan that would mitigate potential effects to marine life, including harbor porpoises. 
The provincial environmental assessment took into account the scope of assessment conducted 
by CEAA and focused primarily on consideration of potential effects outside of federal lands, 
including the sea bed administered by the Prince Rupert Port Authority. 
   
Pacific Northwest LNG – Draft CEAA Report 
• British Columbia works closely with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency on 
assessments triggering both federal and provincial review 
• One of the key considerations in these regulatory processes is to protect the salmon. All of us 
take this very seriously, and want to ensure there is no significant adverse impacts to salmon in 
this area. 
• CEAA has found Pacific Northwest LNG will not impact Flora Bank and the livelihood of the 
Skeena River salmon fishery. 
• I believe the science behind the Pacific Northwest LNG proposal is sound, and this report 
supports that. 
• I note there are concerns that focus on harbour porpoises, and I understand PNW will work to 
mitigate that. 
  
GHGs/Upstream Emissions 
• Our new liquefied natural gas industry is marked by strict regulation and produced from the 
cleanest LNG facilities in the world. 
• B.C. is making progress on reducing GHG’s, by doing the following: 
o We’ve brought in rules which have virtually eliminated routine flaring. 
o We are addressing methane emissions, in part through a leak detection program. 
o We’re increasingly using electricity to power gas production, with further electrification under 
way. 
o And as part of the world’s cleanest LNG, we’re establishing a technology fund that will allow 
for further investments in upstream methane reductions. 
• B.C. is working closely with industry/stakeholders to further identify ways to reduce emissions, 
including carbon capture and storage.  



• B.C. has already defied those who’ve said they couldn’t reduce our overall emissions while still 
growing our economy. 
• The challenge of continuing to reduce upstream natural gas emissions is one we embrace, 
and are committed to achieving. 
  
Global Benefits of LNG 
• British Columbia has a new climate leadership plan in development to further outline our goals 
to reduce GHG emissions, and position B.C. to take advantage of the low carbon economy of 
the future. 
• As the cleanest burning fossil fuel, British Columbian natural gas resources can play an 
important role in the transition to a low carbon economy. 
• B.C.’s clean LNG can make a global difference, by helping nations like China and India reduce 
their use of coal-fired electricity. 
 
Federal Timing 
• I am looking forward to the outcome of the public comment period on this extremely important 
project. 
• I am pleased the federal government understands the time requirements, and are committed 
to making a timely decision. 
• If this facility is built, audits and inspections will be carried out to ensure Pacific 
Northwest is meeting or exceeding BC’s standards and regulations. BC’s Oil and Gas 
Commission is an extremely wonderful regulator and will ensure this project is initiated 
properly and appropriately. 
  
World’s Cleanest LNG Facilities  
• The greenhouse gas emissions cap BC has placed on its LNG facilities will make B.C.’s the 
cleanest in the world. 
• A major aspect of BC’s LNG strategy is to foster innovative approaches to managing natural 
gas sector emissions. 
• The GHG emission benchmark’s flexible mechanisms - offsets and the technology fund - are 
incentives to invest in emissions reduction projects in the natural gas and other sectors in B.C. 
• This is yet another example of B.C.’s international leadership on climate action. 
• B.C. was the first jurisdiction in North America to introduce a broad-based, revenue-neutral 
carbon tax, and to have a carbon-neutral public sector. 
• The B.C. LNG industry will pay the carbon tax on all its combustion emissions from fossil fuels, 
as do all other industries in the province. 
• B.C. remains a global climate leader, BC is moving their climate agenda forward through the 
confirmation of the Climate Leadership Plan. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 



Julie Ziebart, 
B.Comm, CPA, CA 
BUSINESS ADVISORY AND 
ASSURANCE SERVICES 
 
<contact imformation 
removed> 
10611-102nd Street 
Fort St. John, BC 
V1J 5L3 
<email address removed> 

 

    

 

  

This email and any accompanying attachments contain confidential information intended only 
for the individual or entity named above. Any dissemination or action taken in reliance on this 
email or attachments by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you 
believe you have received this message in error, please delete it and contact the sender by return 
email. In compliance with Canada's Anti-spam legislation (CASL), if you do not wish to receive 
further electronic communications from MNP, please reply to this email with "REMOVE ME" in 
the subject line."  

 

https://www.facebook.com/mnpcareers
https://twitter.com/MNP_LLP
http://www.linkedin.com/company/mnp?trk=top_nav_home
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